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DISSERTATION 18 


ON 8 1X 


T E x TS of SORIP T U R E. - 


DISSERTATION + 
ROM. XV. 7—9. 


5 2 ee receive ye one amber, as Cris 1 


al received us, to the glory of God. 
f 8 Now I ſay, That Feſus Chrift was a miniſter . 

O the circumciſion for the truth of God, to 
cCunfirm the promiſes made unto the father; 
9 And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 


mercy; as it ij written, For this cauſe will I - 


e confe 708 to thee among, ihe Gemiles, and ſir ä 


Ano thy name. 


* deſie on being only to vindicato St, Paul in is citation 
in the laſt of theſe verſes, and upon that occaſion to 
treat of the place whence the citation is taken, the rea- 


; 3 the reader may ſee how St. Paul brings in the paſſage of w hich 
12 am to treat. And that he may have a better view of it, I ſhall 


IT TONE here = 


ſon why I have ſet down the two former verſes 1 


A DISS ERTAT ION on 


here preſent him with Mr. Locke's 3 the en of which 
he Ty fetch from his notes. 


Mr. Licke's PARAPHRASE 


— * hereſire: admit and receive one another into Fellowſhip and 


1 familiarity, without ſhineſs or diſtance upon occaſion of differen- 
ces about things indifferent, even as Chriſt received us e to 


8. glorify God (for J muſt tell you, ye converted Romans, that 


& Chriſt was ſent to the Jes, and imployed all his miniſtry on 
© thoſe of the circumciſion) for his truth in making good his pro- 


c miſe made to the fathers, 7. . Abraham, Tac, and Jacob; 
. © and received you the Gentiles to glorify God for his mercy to 
you; as it is written, For this cauſe I will confeſs to thee among 
die Gentiles, and ſing unto his name. 


I which citation we are to 5 e 1 St. Paul lie * as 


a proof that Chriſt was to receive the Gentiles ; ; and therefore it is 
_ abſolutely neceſſary that the I in the citation, I vill confeſs, muſt _ 
be underſtood of Chriſt, and he muſt be conſider d as the perſon 

| Uttering thoſe words, or in whoſe name they were uttered. It is 
eaſy to ſee that otherwiſe they were nothing at all to St. Paul's 
purpoſe : for if we take them as the words of David, and ſpoken 
in his own name or perſon, what proof, I beſeech you, could it be 
that Chriſt would receive the Centiles to glorify God for his mer 


cy, becauſe David declared concerning himself that he would 


confeſs to the Lord among the Gentiles, and ſing unto his name? 


This being fixed, we are next to look for the place whence 


St. Paul cited theſe words: and to that the margin of our bibles _ 
will preſently direct us, Pſal. xviii. 49. where we have thus ren- 


dered the verſe, Therefore will I give thanks [in the margin, con- 


feſs] unto thee, O Lord, among the Heathen, and fmg praiſes un. 


to thy name. The exact agreement of the words with St. Paul's 
quotation, ſhows that he had a reſpect to this place Only, The 


2 word in the Hebrew render d give thanks, ſignities to praiſe, thank, 


or confeſs; and ſo does the Greek work uſed by the Apoltle ; and 8 


accordingly we have render'd it, Mat. xi. 25. At that time Jeſus 


anſwered and ſaid, I thank thee, O Father, &c. And again, 


though our tranſlators have added the word praiſes, which may 
. ſeem. to make ſome difference, yet there is no real difterence ; for 


ther e 8 


—— 


A Ea 


there is no word to anſwer to praiſes, in the Hebrew, in this place, 
and the verb ſignifies in general to % ; and accordingly have we 
ſometimes tranſlated it, as particularly Pſal. xxx. 4. Sing anto the 

Tord, O ye ſaints of his. And indeed the gitation agrees perfect- 


ly with the Hebrew, and verbatim with the tranilation of the 


LXX. except it be in this one thing, that it leaves out, O Lord: 
but however ſmall and inconſiderable this difference may ſeem in a 


citation, yet it may be owing to a defect in ſome copies, and not to 
any omiſſion in St. Paul: for the Vulg. Latin, Arabic and Coptic 

_ tranſlations, the Complutenſian edition, and ten old Greeb MSS. 

together with CHyyſoſtom and Sedulins, read O Lord, here in St. 


Paul's citation. 


The only thing that remains neceſſary to be done, is to inquire, 
what reaſon there is to believe that St. Paul has here quoted this 
verſe according to the true original intention and meaning of it? 
and that when it was firſt penned it was meant as ſpoken by Chriſt, 
or in his name: and if I can produce ſolid reaſons for this, I ſhall 
fully juſtify St. Paul; whereas if this is cited only by way of acc 
commodation, it was nothing at all to his purpoſe, and he has put 
off his readers with a proof which in reality is no proof at all. I 
-1 am ſenſible that this conſideration will have its weight with thoſe 
| who are perſuaded of the truth of the chriſtian religion, and the 


inſpiration of this great teacher of it, But other kind of arguments 


are to be uſed againſt the enemies of our holy religion, who from 


run down their inſpiration, 


| Now there is one thing which I hope all will allow me as a very 
reaſonable poſtulatum, and upon which my juſtification of St. aul 
will mainly reſt; and that is, that one and the ſame perſon is to be 
underſtood as ſpeaking through the pſalm. It runs in one contt- 
nued ſtile of the ſame perſon, as far as appears, from the beginning 
to the end of it; and whoever would ſuppoſe that one part is to be 


_ underſtood as ſpoken by one perſon, and another part by another, 


will, I am perſuaded, find it very difficult to aſſign the different 
parts to their ſuppoſed reſpective ſpeakers; or at leaſt he will tind 
it difficult to aſſign any convincing, or even tolerable reaſons for his 
making ſuch a diſtinction. But this I may the more freely take for 

granted, becauſe thoſe whom I oppoſe do to too, and reckon the 


whole of it is ſpoken by Darzid in his own perſon, 


And 


— 
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A DISS ERTATTON on 
Aud when I plead for the pſalm's being uttered in the perſon of 
Chriſt,” this is no more than what is uſual in other pſalms, which 
chriſtians have generally acknowledged to be written in this man- 
ner: to which purpoſe I may appeal to Pſal. xvi. (which St. Pe- 
ter, Acts li. 25 — 31. has demonſtrated is thus to be underſtood) 
and to P/al. ii. 22. and many others. I don't think this will 
privilege the wild fancies of men in applying whatever paſlages 
they pleaſe in the pſalms to Chriſt: for the reaſons they give for 
ſuch applications are to be carefully examined; as I am freely wi 
ung mine Huld be in the prefenteate. one num ico 
Ihis being premiſed as the foundation upon which 1 build, the 
next thing I would advance is, that there are ſome parts of the 
palm. that? are too auguſt and lofty to ſuit any other perſon than our 
redeemer. I queſtion whether there is any part of the holy ſcrip- 


ture, which riſes higher in the majeſty of its expreſſions than ſome 


_ verſes of this pſalm, particularly ver.7 ——15. Then the earth 


- Shook and trembled, the foundations of the hills alſo moved and 
_Irere ſhaken, becauſe bs Was wroth. There went up a ſmoke out 
of his wſtrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured : Coals were . 


ee by ir. He bowed the heavens alſo, and came down: and 
> "darkneſs was under his feet. And he rode upon a cherub and | 


did fly; yea, be did fly upon the wings of the wind. He made 
darkneſs bis ſecret place: his pazilion round about him were 
dan waters, and thick clouds of the skies. At the brightneſs 


that was before him his thick clouds paſſed, hail ſtones and coals 


of fire. The Lord alſo thundred in the heavens, and the Higheſt 
gaze his voice; hail flones and coals of fire. Ma, he ſent out 
his arrows, and ſcattered them, and he ſhot out lighinings and 
di ſcomfited them. Then the channels of waters were ſeen, and the 
foundations of the world were diſcovered, at thy rebuke, O Lord, 
at the blaſt of the breath of thy noſtrils. It is hard to imagine 
| how the ſtile could poſſibly riſe higher, or any terms be choſen that 
' ſhould be more pompous and ſtately. I cannot but remember, that 
before I was convinced that theſe things were ſpoken in the per- 
ſon of the Meſſiah, I uſed to read them with the utmoſt wonder, 
deſpairing ever to diſcover any event to which they could with any 
tolerable propriety be applied. I was ſenſible there were many 
other places of the holy ſcriptures which I as little underſtood as 
this, and ſome other parts of the pſalm : but then as they plainly 
appeared to be prophetical, it did not ſeem ſtrange that the lan- 
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NO M. xv. 7—9 


gue ge was dark and puzzling ; whereas this pſalm according to 


e title ſhould be ſuppoſed of quite another nature. The ſubject 


is eaſy and plain, a deliverance from the hand of all enemies, 5 5 
particularly from Saul. However the good man's heart might 5e 


ſuppoſed ſtrongly affected, and this might diſcover it {elf in 
fome elevated expreſſions, wherewith he clothes his pious and 


grateful acknowledgment ; yet one would imagine that having 


ſuch a key to the pfalm, as the title ſeems to give us, and it being f 
a narration of a plain hiſtory, or a laudatory commemoration of a a 
| Kindneſs very eaſy to be underſtood, one would imagine, I ſay, 
that the meaning of the pſalm ſhould be obvious. to every reader. 
But J am perſuaded moſt readers, as well as my ſelf, have found 
itt quite otherwiſe, It will probably be pleaded that an allowance 
is always to be made for poetical deſeriptions; and that ſuch 
| ſchemes and figures of ſpecch are in poetry not only tolerable, but 
| fine and noble, as in ordinary diſcourſe, or an hiſtorical narrative, 
| would be accounted affected, bombalt,, and inexcuſable. Now, 
though I am willing we ſhould make as much of this plea as we 
* poſſibly can; yet, methinks, there ought to be ſome proportion 
| obſerved between the ſubject and the expreſſion, But who can 
| think there is any, when the earth is repreſented as ſhaking and 
| trembling, the foundations of the hills as moved and ſhaken, and 
Eo himſelf is/ſet ont as riding upon a cherub and flying, as flying 
| mwpon the wings of the wind, &c. and this great apparatus and 
_ pomp ſhould after all end only i in the deliverance of David out of 


the hand of a few enemies? One would expect, that ſuch lofty ex- 


preſſions were deſign'd to introduce an account of the final confla- 


gration, or at leaſt of the execution of ſome tremendous judgment 


e that which befel Sodom and Gomor rab, and not barefy the 
$ overthrow of a ſmall handful of men who fell in an ordinary way, 
in the day of battel, when there was no lien of any extraordinary, ; 


8 


or at leaſt of any miraculous interpoſition of providence to bring 
about the event. Let any one read the account given us of Ses 
death, 1 Sam. xxxi. and then judge whether he can reafonably 

interpret the lofty expreſſions of this pſalm concerning it: or eſpe- 
Cially let him read the doleful lamentation which Darid made 


over Saul, when he was ſlain, and then conſider, whether it be likely 


that he ſhould here make the fame thing the occaſion of fuch an inſult 


and triumph over him, as according to the common interpretation 
this pun mult neceſſarily carry in it, For my own part, this ac 


1 e dee 
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A DissER TATION on 
count ſeems to imply David's lamentation to be ſuch'a fiction and 
diſſimulation, that I can hardly imagine how it could have been left 


upon record, without ſome ſevere cenſure upon him for it. 


What I have ſaid hitherto has been deſigned to ſhow, how un- 


likely, if not impoſlible, it is, that this pſalm ſhould be under- 

ſtood, in the common way, to relate to David. Now this, I 
think, will go a great way toward the eſtabliſhing the interpreta- 
tion here offered, that refers it to Chriſt ; ſince they who deny it 


belongs to Chriſt, neither do, nor can pretend to apply it to any 


Other than Dauid. 


This now leads me to conſider, how the things here mentioned in 


the pſalm, which apparently did not ſuit Dacid in ſpeaking of his 


own caſe, were very proper to be uſed by our Saviour in ſpeaking 
of himſelt. Now in order to the clearing this, I deſire the reader 
to obſerve, what I take to be the nature and deſign of this pſalm in 
general; and that is, that it is our Saviour's hymn or ſong of praiſe 
to God, (I.) For raiſing him from the dead; and, (2.) For ma- 
king him victorious over his enemies, and particularly over the 
Jews, in whoſe deſtruction he took vengeance on them for wat 
they had done againſt him. And, (3.) For giving him a people 
among the Gentiles. To theſe three heads the ſeveral things ſaid _ 
in the pſalm may be ealily reduced. I am perſuaded that an intire 
comment upon the ſong, according to this account of it, might be 
of good ſervice: but that would ſoon ſwell to a treatiſe, and is not 
proper to come into this diſſertation, which is deſigned chiefly for 
juſtifying St. Paul in citing one verſe of it. For the fame reaſon _ 


I ſhall forbear to compare all the different readings we have of the 


ſame ſong, 2 Sam. xxii. Which at firſt I intended; though I may _ 
have occaſion to take notice of ſome of them. Farther, I ſhall 
_ paſs over many things in the pſalm which every reader will eaſily 


apply himſelf, from what I ſhall ſay concerning other paſſages. 


I o come now to particulars; there can be nothing more agree- 


able to the caſy and natural ſenſe of the expreſſions made uſe of in 
the ſeven firſt verſes of the pſalm, than if they are underſtood as 
ſpoken by Chriſt upon the occaſion of God's railing him from the 
dead. I he two firſt verſes are laudatory, and ſo it muſt be deter- 
mined from what follows, to what occaſion they particularly relate. 


The firſt verſe is left out in Samuel: and yet I make no doubt it 
belongs to the ſong ; partly becauſe it is more eaſy to ſuppoſe 1t 


might through careleſneſs be omitted by a tranſcriber, than that it 


1 ſhould 


* 


N X O M. xv. 7—9. 9 
ſhould be inſerted thro wilfulneſs, eſpecially when there is no appear- 
ance of any deſign he could ſerve by it; and partly becauſe Pal, cxvi. 
which is upon the ſame ſubject, begins in much the ſame manner. 5 
As to a clauſe in ger. 2. In whom I will truſt, the mar- BA 
gin of our bibles refers us to it as the paſſage cited, Heb. ii. 13. i hi 
Ey #0pcu @enoln; fm aur, They who acknowledge the di- es 7 0 
I vine inſpiration of that author, muſt own that this is a farther con- 10 
flirmation that the pſalm relates to Chriſt and not to Dacid. 1 „ 
know ſome think that 7/2. viii. 17. is rather cited by that writer, | 
where the LXX. have IIe roi tou E vr, But as that wri- 
ter quotes in the very next words what immediately follows in the 
prophet, And again, Behold, 1 and the children which God hath. 
dien me, it ſeems not likely he would have thus disjoined the words — 
of the prophet, by inſerting between them, and again, making two — 
citations of them, in caſe he had in both referred to that one place, 1 
where both paſſages ſtand together, without any thing coming be- 
tween them. It is more likely therefore he cites the former paſ- 
age from another place in the old teſtament, and particularly from 
| this ſong. It is true, in rendering the pſalm the LXX. have E 
cee avloy, but in rendering the ſame paſſage, 2 Sam. xxii. 3. they 
have the ſame words as in Ja. viii. 17. And though I make no 
doubt that {/az7ah there ſpeaks of Chriſt, as well as this ſong, yet 
I think it may be queſtioned, whether the LXX. according to our 
preſent copies, have as juſtly rendered that place, as they have _ 
2 Sam. xxli. 3. Nothing can be more proper than this rendering 
of 12 xd in the ſong: but it may be doubted whether it ſo well 
ſuits 5 D in the prophet. Our own tranflators accordingly 
make a difference, but of the pertinence of that citation I have had  _ 
coccaſion to treat elſewhere. However, if any one thinks that 
Tſaiah is rather quoted than the ſong, let him compare the expreſ- 
ſioiis uſed in it, with thoſe we find it was foretold Chriſt ſhould uſe 
in Pſal. Ixxxix. 26. which doubtleſs belongs to Chriſt, and then 
judge, whether that does not make it look the more likely, that 
Pak xvii belongs to-him alſo, 888 
Ihe third and ſixth verſes are expreſſions of the truſt the perſon 
1] ſpeaking repoſed in God in his diſtreſs, and the experience he had of his 
! graciousaid. What this diſtreſs was we are to learn from ger. 4,5, which 
are very much to our purpoſe. T he ſorrows of death compaſſed me, and 
the floods of ungodly men made me afraid. The forrows of the graue 
_ compaſſed me about : the ſnares of death prevented me. In the former — 
— — * 


VVCV'U; 
bol theſe verſes, inſtead o 
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f. 


M. ſorrows, we read in Samuel H ο 


dende. This latter reading 1s preferr'd by a learned commentator, 


becauſe otherwiſe there will be the ſame word repeated in the next 


verſe ; and beſides, this ſeems better to ſuit with the Foods mention- 


ed in the ſame verſe, Theſe reaſons muſt be own'd to be conſider- 
able: and yet there are others that may be alleged for the reading 


in the pſalm. For it may be urged, that ſuch repetitions of the 


fame word are not altogether unuſual. Thus ver. 44, 45. the 


ſtrangers, or the fons of the ſtrangers, | 1s as nearly repeated, as it 
is alſo in Samuel. Had theſe verſes indeed been tranſpoſed, there 
would have been more likelihood that the word for ſorrows run- 


ing in the tranſcribers thoughts from what he had before written, 


might occaſion his writing it over again: but the difference lying | 


in the place where ſorrows are firſt ſpoken of, the overſight is not 


eaſily accounted for. And if we ſuppoſe an alteration to be made 
through wilfulneſs, rather than inadvertence ; there may be more 


reaſon to imagine that the alteration might be made of ſorrows to 


_ waves than the contrary : for the tranſcriber might be tempted to 


make the former alteration for the ſake of avoiding the ſo near re- 


_ petition of the word ſorrows, and he might be induced to ſubſti- 


tute Waves in the ſtead of it, as beſt ſuiting the word foods with 


_ aeath may import thoſe ſorrows which bring death, and ſo the 
other clauſe may lead us to interpret them, the floods of ungodly 
men made me afraid; whereas the ſorrows of bell or the grave may 
be thought to refer to the condition of thoſe who are actually dead, 


' which it is joined: but if waves had been the original reading, it is not 
eaſy to ſuppoſe the tranſcriber would wilfully loſe two ſuch obvious 
| beauties by the alteration he made. To which ſome may be incli- 
ned to add, that the tranſcriber could not apprehend the difference 


that might be intended in the two expreſſions : for the ſorrows of 


in the grave, or in Hades. Compare Pſa). cxvi. 3. Hence when 


he fays, The ſorrows of the grave compaſſed me, he adds, The 
ares of death prevented me, Which ſeems to determine it 


that he ſpeaks of himſclf as actually dead, and in the grave: 
for I do not ſee how that expreſſion can ſignify leſs than this. So 


that in theſe two verſes the perſon ſpeaking ſets forth himſelf as 


having his life ſought after by wicked men, and as being actually _ | 


lain by chem; and the following part of the pſalm ſhows him to 
be reſtored to life; which things were not true of David, but 


| mult of neceſlity belong to Chriſt, 8 If any One diſlikes the juſt men- | 


tioned 


: R O AM. XV. 7 9. 5 1 
tioned diſtinction of the ſorrows of death, and the ſorrows of the 
grave, and thinks they mean the ſame thing, I ſhall not contend, 

provided he allows that theſe import the perſon's being dead. 'The 
expreſſion of St. Peter may deſerve to be compared herewith, AA 
ii. 24. Whom God hath raiſed up, having loſed the pains of death, 
T2; wives Ts Devers, becauſe it was not poſſible that he ſhould be 
Holden fit: where he may be thought to refer to this ſong, or to 
Pſal. cxvi. 3. the LXX. having uſed the ſame expreſſion, be 
Fade, Pſal. exvi. 3. and Pſal. xviii. 4. for the rendering the 
 _flbrew, which we tranſlate he ſorrows of death: but 2 Sam. 
 xxili, 6, they uſe the ſame to expreſs what we render the ſorrows 
of hell. 0 J oe ny Lo 
; The perſon ſpeaking having thus declared his being in the ſtate | 
of the dead, ſets forth, zer. 6. his behaviour therein. In my di- 
ſreſs I called upon the Lord, and cried unto my God. In Samuel 
we have the ſame verb NY N I called in both clauſes: but the 
reading in the pſalm, in the latter clauſe yyws T cried, ſeems pre- 
ferable. "Tis eaſy to imagine, that after the writing the firſt clauſe, 
the word ND, running in the tranſcriber's mind might occaſion 
his repeating it in the latter. Beſides, the word yp} is more com- 
monly join'd with the particle h, and which is ſtill more important, 
the laſt part of the verſe ſeems to imply that this verb had been 
uſed before, He heard my voice out of his temple ¶ that is, hea- 
ven, Pſal. xi. 4. | and my cry came before him into his ears. To 
omit the different reading in Samuel, which is not material, and 
| ſeems not ſo good as that in the pſalm, this verſe ſhows us how . 
the perſon ſpeaking called upon God for deliverance whenche was 
in the ſtate of the dead, and that his prayer was heard and anſwer- 
ed, that is, as it is expreſſed, Pſal, cxvi. 6. He helped, [or ſaved} 
him, delivered him out of that ſtate of death he was in. And 
then there follows, Pal. xviii. 7. a very particular and memorable 
circumſtance that accompanied God's gracious anſwer and the deli- 
verance he wrought for him: Then the earth ſhooſe and trembled, 


the foundations alſo of the hills | the reading in Samuel, of the 
heaven, is highly improbable ] moved and were ſhaken, becauſe 
be was eth. Had there been any ſuch earthquake, that accom- 
panied Saul's death and David's deliverance, tis ſtrange that in 
the hiſtorical books of the bible relating to that time, we ſhould 
not have the leaſt hint given us of it. But very remarkable is the 
account of that which was at the very inſtant of our Lord's riſing 


12 


upon it, his countenance was like lightning, and his raiment 
as ſnow. And for fear of him the keepers did ſhake and become 


ON © 
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from the dead, Marth. xvii. 2—4. And behold there was a 


GREAT EARTHQUAKE: for the angel of the Lord defcended from 
heaven, and came and rolled back the ſtone from the door, and\{at 


dead men. 1 ſce no reaſon to queſtion, whether this terrible ear 
guake is pointed at in this paſſage oi the pſalm: but tis very poſſi- 


ble that more than that ſingle one may be here intended. And 
indeed as the following verſes of the pſalm, down to cer. 43. ſeem 


to give an account of the ſignal vengeance of God upon the wick- 


4 


ed 7ezws for murdering the Meſſiab, it is not unlikely the ſhaking 
(f the earth here mentioned, may comprehend the many earth- 
gquakes which happen'd in that period of time, and of which our 
Lord ſpeaks moſt expreſly, Matth. xxiv. 17. Nation ſhall riſe 
againſt nation, and kingdom againſt kingdom : and there fhall be 
famines, and peſtilences, and EARTHQUAKES in divers places. 
Compare Mark xiii, 8. Lake xxi. 11. Unleſs the other earth- 


quakes appear to be particularly referr'd to in other parts of the 


pſalm, there can be no difficulty in ſuppoſing them included in this 
verſe, which, as every one who reads muſt fee, is expreſsd in 


terms general enough to take them in. If this be allowed, the te- 


ſtimony of Joſephus, the Fewiſh hiſtorian, concerning theſe ſubſe- 
quent earthquakes, is full to our purpoſe. He tells us, De Bell. 
Jud Lib. iv. c. 17. cel 7. © That the night in which the /dume- 
ans lay before Jeruſalem, there aroſe a prodigious tempeſt, and 


© fierce winds, with moſt vehement rains, frequent lightnings, 


« ſigns of no ſmall calamity. 
” 


_ © and terrible thunderings, and great roarings of che ſhaken earth : 

<« and it was manifeſt, that the ſtate of the univerſe was diforder'd 

at the {laughter of men; ſo that any one might gueſs theſe were 

. And again, Lib. vii. c. 3 1. ve 12. 
he ſays, That at the day of pentecoſt, when the prieſts by night 

went into the inner temple, according to their cuſtom, to execute 

<< their office, they ſaid they perceived firſt of all a ſhaking and a 

e noiſe, and after that a ſudden voice, ſaying, Let us depart hence.” 


7 


* 


A 


Farther, we find by other teſtimonies, that there were many 
earthquakes about that time in divers places, as in Crete, at Smyr- 


na, Miletus, Chios, Samos, Laodicea, Hierapolis, and Ciloſs. 
In which, ſays Grotius upon Matth. xxiv. 7. the Jets were con- 


cern d, ſince many of them lived in thoſe places. 


0 . 


O MN. xv. 7-9: - 143 
Io go on with the pſalm, it follows cer. 8. There went 20 a 
ſmoke out of his noſtrils | 1 prefer the rendering of the LXX. who 
have bath here and in Samuel, in his anger, with them the Vlg. 
Latin agrees in the pſalm, though it is the fame with our tranlati- 
on in Samuel. | and fire out of his mouth deconred:; cools were 
kindled by it, There is fo remarkable an agreement between the 
_ expreſſions here uſed of the ſmoke and fire, with what we meet 
with Joel 11.30, 31, 32. that they who believe St. Peter was not VVV 
miſtaken, ACTS ii. 19, 20, 21. in underſtanding him to foretel an re, . +: 
event that was to preceed the terrible deſtruction of the ers, will _ — 
not ſee any difficulty in ſuppoſing theſe words in he pſalm might be © | ö 
very properly uſed by our Saviour. Ihe words are theſe, I will _ „ 
e wonders in heaven above, and ſigus in the earth beneath, . — 
VVDlsood and fire, and vapour of ſmoke. The ſun ſhall be turned into 
_ darkneſs, and the moon into blood before that great and terrible day 
of the Lord come. And it ſhall come to paſs, that whoſoever ſhall 
call on the name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved, or delivered. Now, 
whether men take the words of Joel in a literal or metaphorical _ 
ſenſe, it will make no difference as to the ſuppoſition of our Savi- 
_ our's ſpeaking here in the pſalm; ſince the expreſſions here may be 
interpreted juſt in the ſame manner. By the hl may be meant 
the horrible {laughters among the 7e’, partly by the foreign ene- 
mies they fought with, partly by the $/cariz, or murderers, partly 
by the havock they made of one another, and partly by their lay- 
ing viole-t hands upon themſelves. The blood thus thed could not 
be looked upon as an ordinary event: but to all who conlider it, 
as well as to their own hiſtorian, it muſt appear a prodigy. The 
fire may well relate to the deſolating fires that conſumed their tem- 
ple, city, towns and villages round about, the conſequence of _ 
which muſt have been the aſcending of vapours or pillars of ſmoke. 
So that the fire and /juoke mentioned in the pſalm, are very eafily 
accounted for, in the ſame way that men interpret the words of the 
JJ. no LY 
Some are inclined to make a farther uſe of theſe fires, and TS, 
think that the oapours or pillars of ſmoke aſcending every 
where from them, together with the ſtorms and tempeſts which 
then happened, . might obſcure and darken the fun, and cauſe 
the moon to appear of a blood-colour: and they who thus un- 
derſtand the prophecy of Joel, may caſily apply the ſame ex- 
plication of the darkneſs ſeveral times ſpoken of in the plats 
— — — — — fn 
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though I own I underſtand darkneſs differently, as I ſhall ſhew 
preſently. _ POE = 


ſave the affiified people, but wilt bring dewn high looks. 
"To go on now with the pfalm ; it follows er. 9. He bowed the 
- meacens alſo, and came down: and darkneſs was under bis feet. 

'This verſe contains two particulars, each of which are diſtintly — _ 
ſpoken of in the two next verſes; the former, ver. 10. He rode 
 wipon a cherub and did fly; yea, he did fly upon the wings of the 
dend. In Samuel it is, he was ſeen upon the wings of the wind: 
the only difference being that between 1 and 5 which are fo very 
like as that they may eaſily be taken one for t'other. "Tis doubt- 

ful which reading is the beſt, This anſwers to the former part of 
wer. 9. He biwwed the heavens alſo, and came down. Ver. 11. He 
made darkneſs his ſecret place: bis pavilion round about him, 
 evere dark waters, and thick clouds of the Sies, anſwers to the 


be ready to think the darkneſs here mentioned is to be explained 
agreeably to what has been taken notice of concerning the prophe- 
cy of Joel, and which might ſeem much to be confirmed by this 
paſſage of the ſame prophet, Chap. ii. 12. T he day of the Lord is 
wt hand; a day of darkneſs, and of gloomineſs, a day of clouds and 
thick darkneſs. But I confeſs, when I confider how the mention 
of darkneſs in the pſalm is brought in, I think we are naturally led 
to another interpretation. If I miſtake not, theſe auguſt expreſſions | 


God, when vengeance was taken on the Zews. Let what is here 
ſaid of God's riding upon a cherub, and flying 7 the wings of 
_ the wind, be compared with Pſal. civ. 3, 4. an 


clear this account. Doubtleſs the cherub here mentioned is not 


latter part of ver. 9. Darkneſs was under his feet. Many may 


denote the Shechinah, or the illuſtrious preſence and appearance of 


it may tend to 


I would only add before I leave this prophecy of Joel, that the 
laſt words of it which St. Peter quotes Adds ii. 21. And it bal! 
come to paſs, that whoſoever ſhall call ti pon the name of the Lord 
ſhall be ſaved, or as we render it in the prophet, ſhall be delivered, _ 
viz. from that fearful deſtruction, I ſay, theſe words do marvel — _ 
| loully agree with thoſe of our Saviour, Matth. xxiv. 13. He that 
endureth to the end ſhall be ſaved; and with the account which our 
Saviour gives in this pfalm, ger. 25—27, With the merciful thou 
_ wilt ſhew thy ſelf merciful, with an upright man thou wilt ſhew 
thy {elf upright. With the pure thou wilt ſlew thy ſelf pure, and 
_ with the froward thou wilt ſhew thy ſelf froward. For thou wilt 


wy 


KOM xv. 7-9; - 


be underſtood of one {ſingle cherub, but is put generally for all the 
angels, agrecably to Pal. xxxiv. 7. The angel [that is the an- 


gels | of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and 


_ delicereth them. It is certain God's chariot is repreſented as conſiſt- 


able to underſtand this place accordingly. Now agrecably to this, 
the darkneſs ſpoken of, cer. 9, 11. is to be explained of that ar- 
neſs that uſed to accompany the Shechinah. Thus God was in the 


thick darkneſs at mount Sinai, Exod. xx. 21. there being thunder- _ 
ings and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, Exod. 


ing of vaſt numbers of them, Pſa. lxviii. 17. and it ſeems reaſon- 


ix. 16. Compare Deut. v. 22. Heb. xii. 18. Thus he dwelt in 


the 7hick darkneſs ¶ that is in the cloud] in the tabernacle, Leo. 


5 XVI. 2. and in | the temple, . Rings viii. I 0— 12. 1 If therefure we. 


have any reaſon to ſuppoſe the appearance of the Shechinab on this 


occaſion, we need not wonder that God ſhould be repreſented, ac- 


| eording to cuſtom, as having hick clouds and darkneſs about him, 
and that darkneſs ſhould be ſpoken of as his pavilion and ſecres. 


place. 5 


DOE Now. whether there be reafon to allow ſuch an illuflrious appear- : 


ance of God at his taking vengeance on the Jets, may be judged 
by the account of their own hiſtorian, than which nothing can be 


more full to my purpoſe. Thus then Zoſephus De Bello Jud. 
Lib. vii. c. 31. five 12. A few days after the feaſt of unleavened 
« bread, a ſtrange and almoſt incredible fight was ſeen, which 
% would, I ſuppoſe, be taken for a mere fable, were it not related 
<« by ſuch as ſaw it, [He may particularly mean himſelf, per- 
haps, among others.] “ and did not the miſeries which follow- 
© ed, appear anſwerable to the ſigns, For before the ſun ſet were 
 _* ſcenon high in the air, all over the country, chariots and armed 
© regiments moving ſwiftly in the clouds, and incompaſſing the 
' ſee no reaſon to ſuſpect the truth of this relation; or to 


3 


« city. 


doubt whether this ſtrange ſight was owing to angels imployed by 
God on this occaſion, which was much greater than that mention- 


ed, 2 Kings vi. 16, Behold, the mountain was full of horſes and 
chariots round about Eliſha, Nor can any thing more ſuit the 
ſtile of the Zews, than to ſpeak of ſuch an appearance, as the ap- 


pearance of God, of the Shechinah, or as though God rode upon 


the cherubim and flew. God by his angels was often preſent, 
when men perceived it not by their ſenſes: but very remarkable is 
the exprtflion in this ſong as ſet down in Samuel, He was ſeen up- 
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on the W Wings of the wind: which if it be the truer reading, may be 


thoüght exactly fulfilled in what 1 have ſet down from Fol Phar. 


Compare with this, P/ al. xcvii. 2 


It follows in the pſalm, ver. 12-14. From the by ightne(s before 
Him there paſſed his thick clouds, Hailaſtones and cools of fire. 
13. The Lord alſo thundered in the heavens, and the His heſt gave 
Dis ovice, hail-ftones and coals of fire. 14. And he ſens forth his 
arrows and ſcattered them : he ſhot ont lightnings and d. ;ſcomfited 


them. "Theſe verſes are ſomewhat differently read in Sammel. 


From the brightneſs before him were coals of fire kindled. [The 


reading in the pſalm being more full, and carrying nothing incon- 


| hail-flones and coals of fire, in the pſalm ſeems to be a repetition = 
of the tranſcribers from the former verſe, and not fo agreeable to ---- 
the ſtile of the ſcriptures, which uſe to repreſent not hail-ſtones and 


Oo 


venient in it, ſeems here preferable.] The Lord thundered from 


heaven : and the Higheſt gave bis voice. [The addition here of 


coals of fire, but only thunder, as the voice of the Lord.] And he 
ſent for th arrows and ſcattered them, lightnings and diſcomfited 


them. | Where the difference is inconſiderable. ] When it is id, 
from the brishmeſs, the meaning is, by reaſon of it, that bricht⸗ 5 


neſs was the cauſe of what follows. Compare 275% . 9. Not- 


withſtanding God dwelt in the thick darkneſs, ſuch a Slory at- 
tended his preſence, as was too great for men to bear. Exod, 
xl. 3 5. 2 Chron. v. 14. vii. 2. Perhaps, this brightneſs is there- 


fore mentioned, to prevent our thinking, that nothing was to be 


perceived but darkneſs. The brightneſs was ſuch as could burſt 
through the thickeſt clouds, and make them diſcharge hail and fire. 


The them i in the laſt of theſe verſes, whom he ſcattered and diſcom- : 


ted, are the ungodly men mentioned ver. 3. or thoſe enemies of 
whoſe overthrow he treats afterwards in the ſong. 


As this and ſome other parallel prophecies ſeem plainly to point 5 


at the vengeance of God againſt the wicked Fezws, which need not 
be thought confined to what befel them under the empire of He- 
ppaſian, it may not be i improper, for an illuſtration of ſome of the 


expreſſions, to refer the reader to the account which Amminns. 


Marcellinus, in the beginning of his twenty third book, gives of 
the ſignal providence of God in hindering the Jews from rebuilding 


their temple at Zeruſalem, when the emperor Julian ſet them 


about it, giving order to his officers to aſſiſt them in it, and reſolving 


0 e ſpare no coſt for the e it. When deva ſuch in- 
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mento deftinatins repellente, 


KR O M. xy, 7—9. 


couragement, that writer thus relates the iſſue: Metucudi globi 
flammarum prope fundamenta crebris aſſultibus erumpentes, fecere 
ntibus, macceſſum : hocq; modo ele- 
7 eſſavit inceptum. © Dreadful balls _ 
« of fire frequently breaking | out about the foundation, rendered 
© the place inacceſſible ; ſeveral of the workmen having been burnt 
© to death: and by this means the enterprize was laid aſide, that 


locum, exuſtis aliquoties oper 
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_ © element of fire obſtinately hindring it.“ Such a teſtimony from 


an enemy of chriſtianity, and a zealous advocate of his maſter Ju- 
lian, whom he ſerved, is very remarkable, and confirms the accounts 


given by eccleſiaſtical writers, whether hiſtorians or others, which 


would otherwiſe” be ſuſpected. _ 


Herewith we ſhould compare P/al. xcvii. 3, 4. A fire goeth he- 
fore him, and burneth up his enemies round about him. His 
 lightnings inlighined the World : the earth ſaw and trembled. 
And remarkable is Exeſiel's account of the cherubim, Chap. i. 4, 
13, 14. Some may think this is ſufficient to account for the ex- 


preſſions in the pſalm, that an appearance of the Shechinah is re- 


| lated, and that the deſcription of it is made in the uſual manner. 


But it is manifeſt that here ſome ſore judgment is repreſented as 


attending that appearance: and therefore it ſeems neceſſary to look 
a little farther. Some then may imagine, that the terms by which 
this ſore judgment is ſet forth, are borrowed from a remarkable 
and well known vengeance, which God had formerly taken, ſuch 


for inſtance as that which befel the Egyptians, Exod. ix. 23,24 


Moſes ftretch'd forth his rod toward heaven, and the Lord ſent 


thunder and hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground; and 


the Lord rained hail upon the laud of Egypt. So there was hail, 
and fire mingled with the hail, very grievous. And the rather 
may this judgment ſeem to be ſingled out, becauſe of the manner 
in which the pſalmiſt deſcribes the execution of it, Pſal. Ixxviii. 

47 ——49. He deſtroyed their vines with hail, their ſycomore- 
trees with froſt. He gave up their cattle alſo to the hail, and 
their flocks to hot thunderbolts. He caſt upon them the fierceneſs 


of his anger, wrath and indignation and trouble, by ſending evil 


angels among them. Evil angels indeed, cannot be ſuppoſed to 
bear any part in the Shechinah ; and therefore were there a neceſ- 


ſity of keeping to our tranſlation, this place would be here very 


improperly produced. But it is to be obſerved, that the expreſ- 


ſioon in the Hebyero is, angels of evils, that is, angels who inflicted _ 


C __ evils 


* 
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evils and miſeries upon the Egyptians ; which may very well be 


| ſuppoſed to be done by angels who were good in themſelves. 


I might wave the making any particular application of the paſ. 


ſages in in the pſalm, to the great event, to which they are ſup- 
poſed to refer, becauſe the foregoing confiderations may be thought 


ſufficient to account for them : but that the accompliſhment may 
appear more exact and full; 1 ſhall take notice of what occurs with | 


reference to them. 


I find not indeed any —_ mention of the hail i in nber 5 


but it may very reaſonably be thought included in the paſſage 
1 have already cited out of him, wherein he relates the dreadful 


ſtorm that fell upon them. And if 1 indeavour to confirm this by 


the prophecy of 1/aiah, I am perſwaded, I ſhall incur cenſure 


only from thoſe who are averſe to the allowing almoſt any of the 


prophecies of the old teſtament to relate to Chriſt. The place of 
{/aiah to which I now refer, is Chap. xxviii. and that it relates 
to Feruſalem is certain from ver. 14. Hear the word of the 


. Lord, ye ſcornful men that rule this people, which is in Jeruſa- 


lem. 455 that the threatning was to be executed after our Sa- 


viour's reſurrection appears by the way in Which it is brought in, 


or by what is joined with it, ger. 16, 17. Therefore, thus ſaith 


the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Sion Tor a foundation, a ſtone, 


a tried ſtone, a precious corner ſtone, a ſure foundation : he that 


believeth ſhall not make haſte FE be aſhamed.) Judgment 


alſo will I lay to the line, and righteouſneſs to the plummet, 


and the hail ſhall ſweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters 
| ſhall overflow the hiding place, ver. 21. For the Lord fhall riſe 

up as in mount Perazim, he ſhall be wroth, as in the valley of 
Gibeon, that he may do his work, his ftrange work, and Hing 


„ ig att, bis fran 7 Act. The expreſs mention made in 


this prophecy of the hat 


and the comparing the judgment with 
that in the valley of Gibeon, lead us to confider the account given 


of what was done there, 700%. x. 11. The Lord caſt down great 


| ſtones from heaven upon them [the Amorites] ito Azekab, aud 


they died : they were more which died with hailſtones, than 1 ey | 


whom the children of Iſrael /lew with the ſword. 
Hut as to the other things we here meet with in the pſalm, 


218. The brightneſs, ſmoke, fire, coals of fire, and the lightnings, 
there ſeems to be ſomewhat remarkable in Foſephns's account, 


which may be look'd upon as a literal fulfilment. He tells us, 


2 CO TS | D 
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Lib. vii. De Bello Jud. c 32. five 13. * The temple and all the 
places round about were on fire.“ And c. 34. ſive 13. he brings 


in Titus thus beſpeaking the 7e⁵m̃ ; © When 1 got near to the 
© temple, I on purpoſe neglected the laws of war, and ex- 
* horted you to ſpare your own holy things, and to preſerve to 
your ſelves your temple, and gave you liberty to depart, with 


a promiſe of ſafety ; or if you reſolved upon fighting, I gave 
you an opportunity for it in another place. You deſpiſed all 


_ © theſe things, and with your own hands ſet fire to the temple.” 


Again; It appears that Titus, as he aſſured the Fetus, was de- 


ſirous of preſerving the temple, whether they would or no, Lib. 


19 


vii. c. 10. five 4. And when his officers urged the neceſſity of 


burning it, he declared he would not burn ſuch a ſtructure, c. 24. 


- five 9. 7 oſepbus therefore ſpeaks of the burning of it as decreed _ 


by God, and makes the Fews themſelves the authors and cau- 


ſes of it. And when it was actually on fire, Titus ran preſently 
to the temple, to hinder the burning of it, and called and beckoned 
to the ſoldiers to extinguiſh it; but all was in vain, Ib. c. 26. 
Many more places are to be met with in Foſephus, to the ſame 
purpoſe, concerning the burning of the city, as well as the tem- 
ple. Nor may it be improper here to mention what he ſays, 
C. 31. five 12. That a ſtar, like a ſword, ſtood over the city, 
© or a comet continued to appear for a year together; [theſe are 


_ underſtood by ſome to be two diſtin& things, agreeably to the 
Words of Joſephus in our preſent editions; but according to the _ 
citations of Nicep horas Calliſtus, and others, they ſeem to be the 


fame] © and that before the revolt of the Zewws, and the begin- 
ning of the war, when the people were met at the feaſt of un- 


„ leavened bread, the 8th of April, at nine a clock at night, | 
ce there ſhined ſuch a light about the altar, and the temple, as 


© though it were broad day, and this continued for the ſpace of 
half an hour. Fa er mo 8 
It follows, er. 15. of the pſalm, Then the chanels of waters - 
{or as in Samuel, The chanels of the ſea] were ſeen, and the 


foundations of the world were diſcovered, &c. which is, I ima- 


vine, deſigned to ſet forth a violent tempeſt, that fo parts the 
Waters, as to give an opportunity of ſeeing to the bottom of the 


ſea, I think there is the more reaſon for thus interpreting this 
verſe, becauſe of what our Lord ſays in foretelling the deſtruction . 
of Feruſalem, Like xxi. 25. And there ſhall be ſiaus in the fun, 


and | 
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and in the moon, and in the lars; and upon earth di ſtreſa of na- 


tions, with perplexity, the fea and the waves roaring. So that 


the words of Chrift in the pſalm, and in the goſpels, agree, repre- 
ſenting that calamity, as attended with a ans confuſion and diſ- 
order in the courſe of nature. 
locomit to treat particularly of the 5010 verſes, down to 
the 29th, becauſe, from what has been faid already, the applica- 
tion of them all to our ſaviour will be eaſily made, excepting 
one which I ſhall hereafter have occaſion to conſider as an objection, 5 
Ver. 29. bor by thee I have run through a troop': and by my 
Cod have ] leaped over a wall. From this verſe down to 


the 43d, he ſeems to me to ſpeak particularly of the vengeance 


he took on the wicked Fews, his enemies. That which has 
probably made many the more backward to perceive this, has 


been a perſwaſion that ſuch expreſſions of dependance upon God, 
and the aſcribing his victory and ſucceſs to God, well fitted Da- 25 
dia, but were not ſuitable to our exalted redeemer. But ſuch. 
would do well to conſider, that this perfectly agrees with the 
ſcripture account, though it may not with their fyſtems. It was 
God the Father who gave him all his power, and ſet him far © 
above all principality, and pocver, and might, and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this world, but in that 
which is to come, and put "all things mider his feet, and gave 


vim to be head over all things to the church, Eph. i. 21, 22. It 


Was he who was to make his enemies his footſtool, Pſal. „ 
and to give him power to ſubdue them, Tal i. 4—8. to omit 
the naming many other places. 
" By his running through a zroop, I ſuppoſe is meant his over- 
throwing the 7ezwzh army ; but in his leaping over a wall, we 
may well underſtand the taking Feraſalem by the Romans. 
A man muſt be a ſtranger to the ſtile of the ſcripture, that ſees 
any difficulty in Chriſt's ſpeaking of this as his doing, becauſe it 


was done immediately by the Romans. Nothing is commoner = 


than to ſpeak of a thing as done by him who is the grand director 
and cauſe of its being done. Thus Mat. xxii. 7 . When the king 
heard thereof, he was wroth, and ſent forth bis armies, and 


deſtroy d thoſe murderers, and burnt up Heir City. Ti hough _ 


the armies were the inſtruments, yet the king is ſaid to deſtroy 
them, and burn up their city. "The Romans were God's armies, 
and the executioners of his vengeance ; and Chriſt being im 


powered N 


whe 


ROM. xv. 3-4 


powered by God, may be faid to do what they did in puniſh- 
ing the Jews. And this paſſage had a remarkable fulfilment ar 


the taking of Jeruſalem. The city was fenced all round with 


three walls, one within another, except where it was ſecured by 
deep valleys. Theſe the Romans were forced to break through, 
though they were ſtoutly defended by the Jews. The account 


46. 
2G 
© feeble, But as ſoon as a breach was made in any part of the 
< wall, and any of the towers were beat down by the battering: 
rams, the defenders preſently fled, and a greater fear than 
there was occaſion for ſeized the tyrants, viz. Simon and Fohn : 
F for before their enemies could mount the breach they were in 
a conſternation, and defirous to flee—— One may here eſpe- 


N 
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s thoſe towers, wherein they could never be taken by force, but 


only by famine, But the. Romans, who had taken ſo much 
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dee the particulars is too long to be here inſerted ; but it may | 
be ſeen in Joſepbus, Lib. vi. De Bello Fud. C. 16. {ive 7. and 
een te er 8 


e Some of the ſeditious, who now deſpaired of the cities being 


I ſhall therefore only take notice of a few paſſages he has, c. 42) ¼ 
43+ five c. 16. ** When the rampart round the city was finiſned, 
12 On the 7th of September, = the Romans brought their engines. 


preſery'd, forſook the wall, and retired to Acra, others of 


them got down into jakes, and many of a contrary mind, hin- 
dred thoſe who brought the battering rams; but the Romans 
outdid theſe both in numbers and ſtrength ; and above all, as 


they were in good heart, while the others were difpirited and 


cially diſcern the power of God, manifeſted againſt wicked 
men, and the good fortune of the Romans. The tyrants de- 


prived themſelves of their beſt defences, voluntarily quitting 


pains about the weaker walls, now obtained that by fortune, 


which they could not by their engines: For the three towers, 
* whereof J ſpoke before, were too ſtrong for all their engines 
© But the tyrants forſaking theſe, or rather being driven out 
„ from them by God, fled to the valley of Siloam.— On the 
eighth of Seprember, when Titus entred the city, and- ad- 
mired, among other things, the fortifications and towers, he- 


ſaid, We have fought. with God on our ſide ; and it was God. - 


who withdrew the Fews from theſe: ſtrong holds; for what 

could the hands of men or engines do agamſt theſe?ꝰ Vihich _ 

ords ſound like a comment upon the words of the pſalm, By my _ 
God: I have leaped over a wall. TD, 5 


When 
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When in the pfalm, ger. 33. it is ſaid, He maketh » my fee! like 
hind's fert; the meaning probably is, that he gives me to be ſwift 
and ſpeedy in performing my defigns ; and when tis added, he 
fettet me tpon my high places; 1 ſuppoſe the ſenſe is, he diſlod ges 


my enemies and gives me to poſſeſs, and according to my plea- 
ure, to diſpoſo of thoſe places of ſtrength and renown, which anci- 
5 ently belonged to me, ſuch as Zernſalen. The high places of-:.. 
any country in ſeripture language being the capital cities, or 
thoſe fortreſſes, on the ſtrength of which they chiefly depended 
tor defence and. ſalety againſt their enemies. Ihe high places 


of the Fetus, our faviour 1 may be underſtood to call his, as he 


had been all along their king and protector. 


Ver; 34. He teacheth my hands to war, ſo that a bow of | 
feel is broken by my arms. pep being commonly at leaſt fe- 


minine, the reading in the pſalm H is to be prefer d to the 
other in Samuel N. A learned commentator obſerves upon 
this, © That if Danid was able to break a bow of ſteel, he 
muſt have been a very ſtrong man; otherwiſe the exprefion 
© muſt be hyperbolical.” But with ſubmiſſion, it is hardly to be 
5 thought that the expreſſion relates to that matter. The other 


part of the verſe leads us to conſider this, as a thing done in war 


or in battel, and that though we ſhould render the barely DY - 
and, inſtead of our fo that, Now it is not to be ſuppoſed, that 


Darid in battel would try the ſtrength of his arms in breaking 
bows : and therefore I take this to be a proverbial kind of ſpeech, 


ſignifying the defeating of a well armed warrior or hoſt. Com- 


pare P/al. xxxvii. 15. xlvi. 9. Jerem. xlix. 35. li. 56. Hal. 1. 5. - 


i. 18. Sieh in. 10;- 1 Sam ii. 4. 


The LXX. and the Vulg. Latin render it both here, — 1 


Samuel, a bow of braſs, or copper, which is the proper ſignifi- 
cation of dh and for ought I ſee, we might have kept to 


that rendring. I know ne allege that this metal; is too ſoft for 


the uſe, But the ancients had a way of hardning it, and making 


it fit for ſuch uſes. Neceſſity, the mother of invention, had 
taught them to find out this before iron was in uſe among them. 


So Heli, Lib. br per. . Dier. ver. 149. 
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They had braſs weapons, and braſs hiſes, {hey worked with 
braſs, nor was there any ack iron. And if they could harden 


braſs fo as to make it fit for a ſword, ſpear, or ax; why might 


they not alſo make bows of it? Nothing is more common in 


: Heſiod's Scut. Here, than to ſpeak of brazen weapons, and the 
ſame is to be met with in Homer. Sec Tind. N. ver. 611. Oduſs. 
A. cer. 100. and many other places. 5 . 


Ver. 41. They cried, but there was none to {ave them : even 
unto the Lord, but he anſwered them not. There can be no doubt 


that this reading is preferable to that in Samuel, They looked, but 
&c. for the Lord's not anſwering, mentioned in the latter part 


of the verſe, ſhows, that ſome ſuch word as crying or calling | 


upon the Lord had been uſed before. But the reaſon of my 
taking particular notice of this paſſage, is becauſe I think it very - 
much confirms the way in which St. Pau underſtood the pſalm, 
as relating to Chriſt, and ſpoken by him. Nor do I ſee how we 
can well interpret this concerning David, The verſe is to be 


conſidered together with thoſe among which it ſtands, as relatin 


3 
to the enemies whom the ſpeaker purſued; overtook, and from 


whom he turned not till they were conſumed, whom he wounded 


that they were not able to riſe, and who were fallen under his 
feet, whoſe necks God had given to him, that he might deftroy _ 
them as the haters of him, whom he did beat ſmall as the 


auſt before the wind, and whom he caff out as the dirt in the 
ſtreets, ver. 37, 38, 40, 42. Now to what victory over Da- 


dDiad's enemies can we apply theſe things? Certainly not to the 


death and overthrow of Saul, which was not accompliſh'd by 


of his lamentation, and not of his triumph; nor can this be well ap- 


plied to any victory David gained over any of the children of 


David, but by the Philiſlines ; belides, that was the ſubjeck _ 


Iracl, who oppoſed him, or over ſuch as rebelled againſt him, 


becauſe it does not appear, that he ever waged war againſt theſe 


with any deſign utterly to deſtroy them, nor would this have 
been much matter of triumph to ſo wife a governor, it he had ac- 


compliſned it, and cut off ſo many of his own ſubjects. The on- 
ly enemies therefore that are left to be the ſubject of his trium- 


phant ſong, muſt be the heathen enemies round about him, with: 
whom he waged war, and whom he ſubdued: but meithez 
can theſe be meant, becauſe it is here ſo expreſly ſud of theſe 


enemies, that they /r vito the Lord ſunto ſehovah] namely, 


* 
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to ſave them; which unqueſtionably cannot be true i the hea- 
then nations, with whom he fought, who would in their diſtreſs 


call upon their own reſpective Gods, and not upon Fehovah, to 


_ fave them. But nothing can be more exact than this, if we un- 


- derſtand it as ſpoken by Chriſt, concerning the wicked Jews, 


whom he deſtroyed. The ſoreneſs of the calamity every way 
anſwers to the expreiſions here uſed, and eſpecially does the cha- 


fracter of the Jews agree with what is here faid : for ſo infatuated 


were they under the moſt feartul and tremendous judgments, that 
nothing to the laſt could drive them from their confidence in 


od that he would yet fave them, and preſerve their temple. 
5 Remarkable i is the patlage we have to this purpoſe in Joſephus, 
Lil. vi. c. 30. ſive 11. Where, after he had related the deſtru- 


( 
8 
20 
= 


ction of about ſix thouſand, who had fled to one of the porches | 
| of the temple, he goes on thus: © The cauſe of their deſtruction 


« was a certain falſe prophet, who had preached to them in the 


< city that day, that God commanded them to aſcend into an 


.c 


* 


Op, to receive the ſigns of their deliverance. For many 
falſp prophets were then ſuborned by the tyrants to declare to 
the people, that they were to expect help from God, that ſo 
they might not go over to the Romans ; and that hope might 
retain thoſe who were deſperate and ungovernable.“ By which 


R * „ 


account it is evident, that theſe wretches had, at that very time, a 1 95 
f ſtrong confidence in the Lord, that he would deliver them. 


Y 


to ſhow, that it is to be underſtood, as ſpoken in the perſon of 


_ Chriſt, and not of David, will not eaſily be evaded. In the 
laſt part of it, from ger. 43. to the end, it is chiefly taken up _ 
about the heathen ; in which, though there are ſome paſſages 

which would without violence bear to be applied to Dawid; 

there are others that ſeem hardly capable of being adapted to the 


hiſtory of him, or at leaſt, they are not applicable to him, in the 


moſt full and abſolute ſenſe in which the expreſſions ſeem to be 
uſed; but there are none that I can perceive have any difficulty, 
when underſtood as uſed by Chriſt, except it be ſuch a difficulty 
as may perhaps ariſe from the doubtful ſenſe of an Hebrew 


word or 1. 755 Let us briefly run over ſome of thgem. 
Ver. 43. Thou haſt delivered me from the flricings of the 


people, 7 thou haſt made me the head of the heathen : Ihe 
: people here ſeem to þe eat peer to the beathen, and ſo 


2 ro 


I am perſwaded the arguments hitherto uſed from the pſalm _ 


. 
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to import the Jews. And though God had ſaid, The fword fal! 
never depart from thy houſe, — Behold, I will raiſe up evil againſt 
thee out of thine own houſe, 2 Sam. xii. 10, 11. and it is manifeſt, 
he was not fully delivered from the evil out of his own houſe, and 
from the ſtrivings of the people on that occaſion, ſince he left them 
| __ ftriving about 4dorjah, and that ſtrife was not fully ended till af- 
1 ter his death, and fo this may be thought not ſo well to ſuit the 
itttlle of the pſalm, which ſeems to ſpeak of the moſt compleat and 
abſolute deliverance from all enemies; yet let it be granted, that 
| the expreſſion might only relate to ſeveral deliverances God had 
given him, from the ſtrivings of his own people: what ſhall we 
then make of the next ſentence, thou haſt made me the head of the 
heathen, or of the nations? Does this alſo belong to David in ſo 
_ abſolute and unlimited a ſenſe, as the expreſſion ſeems to carry in 
it? We read indeed of David's ſubduing ſome few of his heathen = 
neighbours the Philiſtiues, Moabites, the king of Zobah, the Sp- 
vi aus, and Edomites : but how inconſiderable were theſe, in com- 
- pariſon of the vaſt number of heathen countries over whom he had 
not the leaſt power! It is therefore hardly ſuppoſable, that for the „„ 
ſake of theſe few, he would ſpeak of himſelf as made the head ß | 
the heathen in fo general and abſolute a ſtile. But nothing could — 
be more proper, than for Chriſt to ſpeak thus of himſelf, as made 
the head of the heathen, without limitation or exception; ſince he 
has all power in earth given to him, and al things are put under 
Lis feet, and he is become the head over all things to the church. VVV 
But, perhaps, paſſages out of the old teſtament will be thought 1 5 1 
buy ſome to be more pertinent. Who then but Chriſt was David's 1 
Tord, to whom Jehovah ſaid, St thou at my right hand, till I 
= make thine enemies thy foot-ſioot, and who was to judge among the 
heathen? Pſal. cx. 1, 6. This expreſſion of judgins among the 
gedthen, is taken up by the prophets, 1/a. ii. 4. Mic. iv. 3. com- 
_ pare alſo Ja. xlix. 6, 7. And again, Pſal.ii. S. Ask of me, and 
Twill give thee the heathen for thine inheritauce, and the utter- 
-noſt parts of the earth for thy poſſeſſion. Which pailage, and in- 
deed the whole pſalm, all the ancient Zews underſtood of the king 
Dileſſiah, as David Kimchi who pretends to go another way, is 
forced to confeſs. Theſe texts, with many more which might 
ealily be alleged, manifeſtly ſpeak of Chriſt as the head of the 
heathen, and ſo juſtify our applying this paſſage in the pſalm to him. 
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It follows in the ſame verſe, a people whom I have not known 
Pall ſerve me. A ſtrange expreſſion ! if ſuppoſed to be ſpoken by 
David in his own perſon, at the time when he was juſt leaving 
the world, as this ſong muſt be compoſed at that time, according 
to the place in which it is ſet in his hiſtory, 2 Sam. xxii. But 
Wat could be more proper language than this, ſuppoſing it ſpoxen 
in the perſon of our redeemer? There ſeems to be an accuracy in 
this place in the Hebrew, which has been overlooked. It is com- 
mon to ſpeak of the heather in the plural number, and to call them 
=: Preoples, whereas here they are ſpoken of in the ſingular, which 
| map refer to the ſtate they ſhould be brought into, they being al! 
T of whatſoever nation joined to God's people, and making one peo 
1 ple with them, without diſtinction of Greek, Few, Scythian, or 
Barbarian: to which purpoſe are the words of God, Ho. ii. 3. 
I will ſay untothem which were not my people, thou art my people; | 
and they ſhall ſay, thou art my Ebd. Compare Rom. ix. 26. | 
I Pet. ii. 10. And eſpecially let this expreſſion in the pſalm be 


EE compared with Lia. lv. 3 — 5. which muſt certainly belong to 
1 Chriſt. And Iwill make an ewerlaſting covenant with you, even 


Ihe ſure mercies of David. Behold, I have given him | David, 
certainly not David the ſon of Feſſe who was dead long before, 
but Chriſt, or the myſtical David] for a witneſs to the people, 
for a leader and commander to the people. Behold, thou | turn-. 
ing the diſcourſe to this David juſt mentioned | ſhalt call a nation 
that thou knoweſt not, and nations that knew not thee Hall ru _ 
unto thee, becauſe of the Lord thy God, and for the Holy one of 
I rael; for he hath glorified thee. And is it not reaſonable to un- 
derſtand the expreſſions in the prophet, and in the pſalm, to relate 
)))) TT.c-cnccn anno... oe os, 
Ip he two next verſes, 44, 45. are obſcure by reaſon of the doubt- 
fulneſs of the ſignification of ſome of the terms. As ſoon as they 
bear of me, they ſhall obey ine; the Strangers fhall ſubmit them 
ſelves to me. The former clauſe according to this ſituation in te 
plſalm, refers to the people he had not known: but the parts of the 
verſe are tranſpoſed in Samuel, and ſtand thus, ſtrangers ſhall ſub- _ 
mit themſelves wito me, as ſoon as they hear, they ſhall be obedient | 
unto me. The difference in that reſpect is not material: for thc 
ſtrangers, or the ſons of the ſtranger, as our margin literally renders 
the Hebrew, are the ſame with the people he-knew not. But there 
is ſome doubt of the meaning of the verb xhar or as 1 is i"; 
eng _ Same 


ROM. xv. 7—9. 


Samuel wd whether that ſhould be rendred, Mall ſubmit 
or humble themſeives, or, according to our margin, ſhall yield 
feigned obedience. If the former rendring be prefer'd, the ſenſe is, 

the heathens ſhall gladly ſubje& themſelves to my government; if 


the latter, the meaning will be, that ſuch heathen as care not to 
be ſubje& to me, thall diſſemble and pretend to ſubmit to me, be- 


ing ſtruck with the terrour of my name. The former ſenſe pleaſes _ 
me beſt, becauſe it is joined in the ſame verſe with obeying him, 
where the word does not imply any diſſimulation. Underſtanding 


the words thus as ſpoken by Chriſt, here will be foretold the great 


number of converts or proſelytes he ſhould have from among the 


ſons of the ſtranger, or of the heathen. Compare Ja. lvi. 35 6, 7. 


This increaſe of his ſubjects was not brought about by war and 
bloodſhed, but by the bare report made of him, as ſcon as they 


Hear of me, or as our margin verbatim renders it, at the hearing 


f the ear. queſtion whether the hiſtory of David will help us to 


| word may be taken in the other ſenſe, and the next verſe may 


ſeem to favour it, I don't lay any great ſtreſs upon this paſſage. ” 
It follows ger. 45. The ſtrangers ſhall fade away, and be afraid 


but of their cloſe places. I his verſe, to whomſoever it belongs, 


ſeems to be more obſcure than any other in the pſalm, See Dr. 


 Hammommd in loc. and Mr. Le Clerc on 2 Sam. xxii. 46. If the 
reading of the pſalm be kept to, and we render it thus, %% ſtrangers 


ſhall fade away, and be afraid becauſe of their priſois, it ma, 


be underſtood to carry in it what our Lord ſays, Matth. xxiv. 12. 
Becauſe iniquity | that is perſecution | ſhall abound, the love of many 


ſhall wax cold. 


The reſt of the expreſſions of the pſalm are not difficult, and 


| therefore I forbear to mention them. I cannot here but obſerve _ 
that they who expound the pſalm of David, are forced to ſup- 


poſe it had a farther reference tO Chriſt. See Dr. Hammond's para- 
_ phraſe upon the laſt verſe. His laſt note upon the pſalm deſerves 


to be tranſcribed. *© That this laſt paſſage, ſays he, of the pſalm, 
__ © which is prophetical, and extended beyond the perſon of David, 


to his ſeed for evermore, is to be applied to the Meſias, may be 


confirmed from ſeveral places of the Chaldee paraphraſe on this 


* pſalm, eſpecially on ver. 29, and 32. On the 29th ver. racy 
* have theſe words, becauſe thou ſhalt inlighten the lamp of Iſrae 


I 


« which is put out in the captivity, for thou art the author of the + 
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* br of Iſrael. The Lord m 17 God ſhall lead me out of darkneſs 
ee 


* into light, ſhall make me ſee the conſolation of the age which 
« ſhall come to the juit. And on ver. 32. Becauſe for the miracle 


<« and redemption which thou ſhalt ſhew 4wwon5 to thy Chrift, 


3 « and to the reliques of the people which ſhall remain, all the peg- 


« ple, nations, and languages ſhall give praiſes to thee, &c. And 


4 Ter. 49. Thou ſhalt reſcue me from Gog— by whom the Fews 


« are wont to deſcribe Antichriſt. ” See alſo Dr. Vhithy on Rom. 


xx. 9. I can't ſee why this obſervation ſhould not have led them 


farther, even to apply the whole pſalm to him} as ſome of the 
ancients were inclined to do, who t6 avoid the difficulty ariſing 


from the title, imagined that by Saul was there meant the Devil. 


Pat concerning that difficulty I ſhall treat preſently. 


1 ſhall now conſider the objections which may be made, againſt | 


ſuch an explication of the pſalm. And, Firſt, The 23d ver. may 


be thought to be a ſtrong objection, 7 was alſo upright before 


him : and 1 kept my ſelf from mine iniquity. Many will be ready 
to ſay, ſuch words can't be ſuppoſed to proceed from our re- 
deemer, who was free from the leaſt inclination to ſin, and there- _ 
fore could not call any iniquity bis iniquity. 


Two things may be returned by way of anſwer to this ob- 


jection. = 


Firſt, Suppoſi ing the word wy to be wel a from mine 


aniquity, it is not to be underſtood as tho he had any inclination 


to it, but it is only called is upon the account of his being 


955 firongly tempted to it. However impoſſible it was for Chriſt to 


commit iniquity, yet he was capable of being tempted to it. 


Heb. iv. 15. We have not an high prieſt which cannot be touchea 


with the feeling of our infirmities : but was in all points tempted 


| like as we are, yet without fin. And if there is any neceſſity of 
3» underſtanding the term uſed in its moſt proper ſenſe to fi ignify ini- 


quity, we may by comparing Ia. liii. 9. with St. Peter's citation 


of it, 1 Pex. ii. 22. learn what that iniquity was to which he 


Was tempted, and which upon that account he may be thought 
to call his iniquity. In the prophet the words run thus, He had N 


done no violence, neither Was any deceit in bis mouth. The in- 


human and barbarous treatment he met with, was a temptation 


to him to uſt oe. in his own defence, and to take immediate 


vengean enemies, which would have been 24quzzy in him, 


— dey 5 er to the op 120 upon which he was ſent into the 


World, 


— 
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world, 272, to fave mens lives and not to deſtroy them. But 
whatever the temptation was, he did no ©7o/ence, as the Hebrew 


word dyn properly ſignifies. St. Peter in his citation has ſo far 
followed the LXX. as to render it Zunrfiizy fm: but that he un- 


derſtood that general term /, particularly to reſer to this of uſing 


_ violence, is evident by the manner in which he brings in this 
paſſage, ver. 20 — 23. What glory is it, if when ye be biete 


for your faults ye ſhall take it patiently? but if when ye do welt, 


and ſuffer for it, ye take it patiently ; this is acceptable with God. 
For even hereunto were ge called: becaiſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us 
is. patiently, according to what follows] /eavins ts an example, 
hat ye ſhould follow his ſteps: who did no fin, neither was puile 


found in his mouth: who when he was reviled, reviled not again ; 
when he ſuffered he threatned not; but committed himſelf to hin; 
that judgeth righteou/ly. But, - 5 


Secondly, We may ſolve this objection by alleging that it is not 


neceſſary to make the word here ſignify iniquity. That is indeed 
the firſt and moſt famous ſenſe of it, according to its etymology : 


but as the deſert and conſequence of iniquity is puniſhment, miſery, 
or calamity; ſo this word is often uſed to denote barely the effect, 
- puniſhment, or in general any calamity or miſchief, "Tis render'd 
ſeveral times by our tranſlators to this purpoſe, and perhaps ought 
to be more frequently than it is. Thus Ge. iv. 13. My puniſh- 
ment 7s greater than I can bear, 1 Sam. xxviit. 10. As the Lord. 


liveth, there ſhall no puniſhment Happen to thee for this things 


2 Kings vii. 9. If wwe tarry till the morning light, ſome miſchicf 


29 


will come upon its. Iſa, liii. 6. The Lord hath laid on him the 


 iniquity-[ ſurely nothing but the pinifhment of the iniquity] of vs 


All. And ver. 11. He fhall bear their iniquities, that is the puniſh- 


ment of them. I will add one patlzge more, which I take to 
be home to my purpoſe, it being ſpoken in the perſon of Chriſt; 


The ſame perſon who Pſal. xl. 6. ſays, ſacrifice and offerins tho 


didſt not defire, a body Haſt thou prepared me, &c. which is ap- 
plied to Chriſt, Heb. x. 5. and indeed cannot be applied to any 
other, I fay, this fame perſon, at ce. 12, of the plalm, thus in- 
forces his plea, for innumerable evils have compaſſed me about, 
mine iniquities hace taken held upon me, ſo that 1 am nit able to 


look up: they are more than the bairs of my head, therefore m] 


Heart faileth me. Mine iniquities, that is my 7roubles or affliftions, 


the ſame as eri in the foregoing-clanſe, If we underſtand the 


| 
£ 
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word thus in Pſ/al. xvii. 23. the verſe may be rendred, I was 
alſo upriaht beſore him, that T might be kept from my trouble. 


Or elſe, [was alſo upright before him, therefore was I Rept from 


my trouble. Therefore or Aud] the Lord hath recompenſed me 


 accordins to my riehtcouſneſs. It being the fame copulative in 
both places, it may as well be rendred 7herefore in cer. 23. as it 
is by our tranſlators cer. 24. If we thus underſtand the place, it 


will anſwer to our marginal rendring of Heb. v. 7. Mo in the 


| D | | 
das of his fleſh, when he had offered up prayers and ſupplica- 
tions, with firong crying and tears, unto him that was able 10 
fave him from death, and was heard for his piety, I think there- 
fore this objection need not prevent our applying the pſalm intirely 
=. oo „ 


Secondliy, The only objection that remains needſul to be cleared, 
is what is taken from the title of the pſalm; and that muſt be 


owned to carry in it the greateſt difficulty of all. It runs thus: _ 
To the chief muſician. A pſalm of David the ſervant of the Lord, 

who ſpake unto the Lord the words of this ſong, in the day that © 
the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and 


from the hand of Saul. The title therefore, it may be ſaid, ex- 


preſly attributes the pſalm to David, and that upon ſuch a parti- 
cular occaſion, as may ſeem peculiarly to ſuit him, David pa“ 


the words of this ſong in the day the Lord delivered him, &c. 


And this may ſeem very much ſtrengthned by the expreſs naming 


of Saul, who was one of David's enemies, and the chief of them 
while he lived; In the day the Lord delivered him from the hand 


of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. And that nothing 
of the ſtrength of this objection may be concealed, it is farther to 
be obſerved, that no help is here to be had from the LXX. or 


the Fulg. Latin, they both perfectly agreeing with the Hebrew, 
excepting only that the preſent copies of the LXX. corruptly read 


@ for 5s, Nor will it here ſignify any thing to call in queſtion the 
authority of the titles of the pſalms: for if that ſhould be deny'd, 
the difficulty will be ſtill the fame, becauſe we have 2 Sam. xxil. 
a preface to the ſong which is for ſubſtance the ſame With this 


title. And David ſpake unto the Lord the words of this ſong, in 
the day that the Lord delivered him out of the hand of all bis © 


enemies, and out of the hand of Saul. 


Now however ſtrong the objection may ſeem, yet the ſtrain of 


the ſong does fo manifeſtly ſuit our Lord Chriſt, that the Syriac 


2 0 interpre- 


— 


R O M. xv. 7—9. 


interpreters did not ſtick to attribute it to him. For tho' in Samui 


they have the ſame preface with the Hebrew, yet the title they give 


to Pſal. xviil. is, Of David. A -thankſeiving, and concerning the 


Aſcenſion of Chriſt. And the like conviction had ſeveral of the 

| fathers from the nature of the pſalm, tho' it muſt be own'd they 

were ſorely at a loſs to account for the title. The difficulties are 
two, and ariſe from the two names here mentigned, David and 


dan and; Lihall: conſider them diſtinely, nn. 
Ie former of theſe difficulties would not alone be of any great 
ſtrength, becauſe it is notorious that Chriſt is frequently called by 
the name of Dacid, in the prophecies of the old teſtament. What 


doubt can be made of this, ſince it appears that God foretells that 


David ſhould be the king of Hrael, by thoſe prophets wh o lived 
a long time after David's death? Let me mention a few of theſe - 


which are too plain to need a comment. Ho. iii. 5. Afterward 


ſhall the children of Iſrael return and ſeek the Lord their G, 
and Davio their king, and fhall fear the Lord and his goodneſs © 


in the latter days. Again: Jerem. xxx. 9. They ſhall ferve the 


Lord their God, and Davin their king, whom Twill raiſe up 


unto them. Again: FEzeR. xxxiv. 23, 24. Iwill ſet up one ſhep- 
Herd over them, and be fhall feed them, even my ſervant Davio ; 
He ſhall feed them, and he ſhall be their Shepherd. Aud T the 
Tord will be their God, and my ſercant Davip a prince among 
them: I the Lord have ſpoken it, Again: Chap. xxxvil. 24, 25. 
Davip my ſervant ſhall be kins over them —— and my ſervant 


David ſhall be their prince for ecer. It is manifeſt theſe 


bother king under the name of David, And certainly it will be 
a very odd humour for men to apply their words to any other 
_ perſon than Chriſt, as tho God could not as well toretel by his 
_ prophets the reign of Chriſt, as of any other king. And parti- 
cularly it will be hard to find out any other king beſide Chriſt. 


prophets, who all of them lived ſeveral ages after David's death, 


mult be underſtood to ſpeak not of the ſon of 7eſe, but of ſome 


who was foretold by Ezekzel and Feremiah, who propheſied at 


the time when the regal government expired in Tudahb. Theſe 


texts are all very plain and full; nor can there be much doubt 


about that J/a. lv. 3, 4. I will make an abs eee With 
I 


you, even the ſure mercies of Davin. Behold I bave given Hr 


[David] fir a witneſs to the people, a leader aud commander 
to the people, Nor is it at all unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the 


like 
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like language might be uſed by the writers of the pſalms, Who 
were moved by the ſame ſpirit with thoſe prophets. I thus under- 
ſtand P/al. Ixxxix. 20. J have found Davip my ſervant : with my 

bly op] I haet awinted him. Let the preceding and following 
verſes be compared with 2 Sam. Vit 1 Cen. Ni. 5 
This then being the ſtile of the prophetick writings, the reaſons 8 
before alleged may well incline us to allow that the name David. 
is thus uſed in the title of this pſalim. Nor will that be a ma- 
terial objection, as ſome may, perhaps, imagine, that Dacid is 
here called the ſervant of the Lord: it 1s ſufficient to refer ſuch as 
need ſatisſac LON in this point, to the places juſt now mentioned, | 
which unqueſtionahly relate to Chriſt, particularly to Fzek. xxxiv. 
23 24+ XXXVit. 24, 25. and to many other places in {/aiahb, 
where God calls him his ſervant. 
I come now to the laſt and chief difficulty of all, which ariſes 
from the mention made of Saul. And after all that has been ſaid; - 

if our rendring, which is agreed to by all verſions, be acknow- 5 
ledged to be juſt and true, and there be a neceſſity of reading in 
tbe "day the Yar d deliver d him from the hand of all bis enemies, 
and from the hand of Saul, we muſt give up all the reaſons that 
5 gens urged tor applying the plalm to any other than the fon 
o 185 

. But 1 would obſerve to the reader, that the paſſage, whey thus 
underſtood, ſeems a little odly expreſt, Had it been faid, Iz 
he day the Lord deliver'd him from the hand of Saul, and from 
Ihe hand of all his enemies, it would have been more agrecable 
to the hiſtory of the literal David: for Saul was the firſt of his 
enemies, and cut, off ſoorieſt ; whereas one would think, as the 
words now run, his deliverance out of the hand of all his ene- 
mies, was compleated | by his deliverance out of the hand of Saul. 
Nor does it appear likely, as has been obſerved, that David 
would triumph. over his death by ſuch a ſong. Had he repre- 
ſented God as riding upo3 a cherub and fly ing, "Ge. that is, as ſo 
_ {lluftrioufly appearing againſt Saul, and taking part with the .. 
liftines, by whom S, was Overcome, he would have given great- 
er occaſion to the aa ghters of the Philiſtines 40 TeJvice, "and to the. 
dag ters of the uncircumcaſed to triumph, than they really 
1magined they had. See 2 Sam. i. 2. 5 
Theſe things, with what has been obſerved concerning ſeveral 
paſſages in the pfalm, make it ſeem to me very provabte; I had 
Es ne i - almoſt 
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. almoſt ſaid certain, that we at preſent, as well as all the interpre- 


_ afixed to the letters, the original and authority of which points is 


generally now judged by learned men to be human and not divine, 
or to fay the leaſt, their authority is very doubtful, and a miſtake 
in tranſcribing them is eaſily committed; I ſay ſuch an alteration 


may well be allowed as neceſſary, 


% 


| 1 think therefore we are to read Oi the grave, inſtead of RU 
Saul: and ſo the words ſhould be render'd, In the day the Lord 
deliver d him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the had 
f the grave. Where ſuch as have the Jeaſt ſmattering of the He- 

brew, ſee there is no change or tranſpoſition, no inſertion or ex- 


33 


ters we have, read the Hebrew wrong. I am far from incou- 
_ raging a bold liberty of criticizing upon the ſacred text: but when 
all difficulties can be removed without the change of one ſingle jet- 
ter of the Hebrew, by only making a light alteration of the points 


cluſion of ſo much as one letter. Nor can there be the leaſt doubt 
of the propricty of the expreſſion: for we meet with the ſame, 


= P/al. Ixxxix. 48. Shall he deliver his ſoul 5Ww v1 from the 


hand of the grave, as our tranſlators- well render it. 


It is eaſy to account for this miſtake in the pointing the word. 
The ancient Zews had no notion of a Meſſiah who was to die, be 


buried, and be raiſed from the grave; and they knew for certain 
that the literal David was never delivered from the hand of the 
grave, as they were aſſured he was from the hand of Saul, and 
therefore no wonder they pointed it ſo as to make it ſpeak what 


they knew was true, rather than that of which they had no no- 


tion at all. And Chriſtian interpreters and commentators have 
been too eaſily led by them, and taken up with an imagination 


that the pſalm wholly related to David, the ſon of Jeſſe, This 
has been the occaſion of their not only overlooking, but really of 


their offcring violence to thoſe expreſſions in the pſalm, which 


might have led them into the true nature and deſign of the pſalm, 5 


O 


which ſets forth the perſon ſpeaking as in the ſtate of the dead, 
as cer. 4; 5. The pains of death compaſſed me, and the floods 

f ungodly men made me afraid. The pains of SRP the grave 

_ compaſſed me about, and the ſnares of death prevented me. Which 
one would think ſhould have directed men to read the grave in 


the title, ſince that is mentioned ſo particularly in the body of the 
pſalm, rather than Saul, who is not ſo much as once mentioned, 


E ſtrong 


br indeed hinted at therein, But all theſe expreſſions which are 


to all who are not violently prejudiced againſt 8 | 
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ſtrong e to deſeribe a perſon in the ſtate of the dead, and 
ſome of which are too ſtrong to ſignify any thing leſs, muſt be un- 

derſtood as denoting only ſome great diſtreſs, as tho men were 

afraid to take the words in their eaſy and natural Tenge, leſt they 
ſhould be applied to Chriſt. 

Add to this, that what 1 mentioned but now as to the odneſs - 
os ne placing the expreſſions, when we read Saul in the title, 
is very cafy and plain this way: for his being delivered from the 
f the grave, was that which compleated his deliverance 


4 


+ 0 n the hand or power of all his enemies. 
I hope upon the whole of what has been faid, 


(tion, 1 = 


biss ER TA. 


it will appear 
Paul, 1 
there is no reaſon to charge him with any weakneſs or want of 
* jucgment ; in fetching the proof he does from the 49th ver. of 
his pſalm, which is the thing _—_ aimed | at in this Gifler- | 


ee * 
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2 2 Cor. ir. 4 13. 


5 22 5 1 the ſame e of n . 1 


a, it is written, I believed, and therefore 


Jade 


8 _ 


Think 1 may 3 hs this citation out t of the old teſtament, ; 

among thoſe dark and obſcure ones that need to be farther | 
cleared. At leaſt I may fay, I have not yet met with any account 
of it that gave me ſatisfaction. Nay, however great a value I 


[ | we alſo believe, and here. 8 


have for Mr. Locke, as unqueſtionably the moſt judicious expolitor 
who ever wrote upon St. Paul's epiſtles; yet I muſt needs ſay 
that he ſeems to have mifled the fenſe of his author in this 


place. I ſhall therefore here offer another interpretation of it, But 
| that the reader may have the more intire view of St. Paul's ſcope, 
[ think it will be proper to tranſcribe his words from ger. 7. to 


rer. 14. and together with them Mr. Locke's paraphraſe, which 


is a clear explication of them, excepting only the buſineſs of the 
citation, ger. 13. and What 1 diſlike in that, and would ſubſtitute 
in the room 7 it, F. ſhall then candidly. ſubmit to the reader's 


. jud gment. 


I 


ä | 3 . 


11. 


12. 


14. 


Mu. Inc's PAR AHR A⁸E. 


Ur yet we, to whom this treaſure of 
knowledge, the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 


is committed to be propagated in the world, 
are but frail men, that ſo the exceeding great 
power that accompanies it, may appear to be 
from God, and not from us. 
on every nde, but do not ſhrink; I am per- 
ple xed, but yet not ſo as to deſpond ; perſe- 
cuted; but yet not left to fink under it; 
f thrown down but nt lain; carrying about 
every where in my body the mortification, 
7. e. a repreſentation of the ſufferings of the 
Lord Jeſus, that alſo the life of Jeſus riſen 
from the dead may be made manifeſt by the 
energy that accompanies my preaching in 
this frail body. For as long as 1 live I ſhall 
be expoſed to the danger of death for the 
fake of Jeſus, that the life of Jeſus riſen from 
the dead, may be made manifeſt by m 


preaching and ſufferings in this mortal fleth 
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therefore have I ſpoken: 


y - rat : 
Which raiſed up the 
of mine. So that the preaching of the goſpel 
procures ſufferings and danger of death to 
me, but to you it procures life, 2. 6. the 
energy of the Spirit of Chriſt, whereby he 
lives 1 in, and gives life to thoſe who believe 
in him. Nevertheleſs, tho ſuffering and death 
accompany the pre aching the goſpel, yet 
having the. ſame ſpirit of fajth that Dacid 
had, when he faid, 1 believe, © therefore have 
55 I ſpoken”, 1alfo believing therefore ſpeak, 
knowing that he who raiſed up the Lord 
Jeſus, thall raiſe me up alſo by e and 
hall preſent me with you to God, 


"TEXT. 


UT we ne thris t trea- 7 
ſure in carthen veſſels, | 


that the excellency of the 
power may be of God, and 


not of us. Ne are troubled 8 


on every ſide, yet not diſ- 
ſtreſſed; ve are perplexed, 


I am preſſed 


but not in deſpair ; perſe- 9 


cuted, but not forſaken ; caſt 


down, but not deſtroyed. 


Always bearing about in the 10 
body, the dying of the Lord 
Jeſus, that the life alſo of Je- 
ſus might be made manifeſt 
in our body. For we which 11 


live are al way delivered unto 
death for Jeſus fake, that 
the life alſo of Jeſus might 


be made manifeſt in our 


N mortal fleſh. So then death 12 
wWorketh in us, but life in 


you. We having the fame 13 
ſpirit of faith, according as it 
is written, 1 believed; and 
we 
alſo believe, and therefore. 
knowing, that he 14 
„ 
Jeſus, ſhall raiſe up us alſo 


by Jeſus, and ſhall preſent us. 
| with mm 


The only thine I anorchond to be amiſs in this paraphraſe, i 


what he ſays cer. 13. Ve having the ſame ſpirit of faith 5 
David bad, When be ſaid. This ſeems IRE: and violent. 


Had 
St. 


„„ v5; 
St. Paul in his diſcourſe upon this ſubject made any mention of 
Daczid, the interpretation would have ſeemed natural enough: 


but that the ſame ſpirit ſhould mean the ſame ſpirit that David 
had, when not the leaſt hint is given of him in the preceding 


context, cannot but be accounted ſomewhat unuſual and ſtrange. 


It appears therefore reaſonable to ſearch for ſome other perſon with 
Whom in this place he compares himſelf, And unleſs I am much 
- - miſtaken the whole ſtrain of his diſcourſe leads us to underſtand 


him thus, Ve having the ſame ſpirit of faith that Feſus had. 


Nothing can be plainer, than that he is here comparing himſelf 


3 


with ] ſus both in his death and life. So ver. 10. Always  lenr- 


ing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jeſus, hat the life 


alſo of Jeſus might be made manifeſt in our bady. And fo again, 


D 


Fer. 11. For we which live are alway delivered unto death for 
| Jeſus ſake, that the lite alſo of Jeſus might be made manifeſt in 
our mortal #eſh. And ſo again, after he had made his citation, 


he ſhows manifeſtly that he underſtood the citation concerning Je- 


ſus, ce alſo believe, and therefore ſpeak, knowing that be which 


raiſed up the Lord Jeſus, ſhall raiſe up us alſo by Fe e 
f. 


perhaps, for this reaſon is the name Jeſus here fo o 


en repeated, 


when a pronoun would have ſerved, to force us as it were to ob- 


ſerve that St Paul is comparing himſelf with Zeſzs, and that ac- 


cordingly the citation is to be underſtood concerning him, Every 


thing in the diſcourſe thus underſtood appears eaſy, ſmooth, and 

coherent ; nor can there be the leaſt difficulty, provided we can 
find reaſon to believe that the pſalmiſt in uſing theſe words, 
fal. evi. 10. 


Jeſue, and not in his Ww. 


ple to expound away the plaineſt prophecies of the old teſtament, 


and which the Zews themſelves underſtood concerning Chriſt, 


pake, as in many other pſalms, in the perſon of 


I am ſenſible it is a very diſagreeable ſubject to many, which 1 
am now entring upon. Tis become almoſt common and faſhiona- 


and to apply them to David, or ſome other perſon or event; and 


| when a man attempts to apply other parts of the old teſtament to 


Chriſt, which it may be are more obſcure, and have been generally 
underſtood quite another way, he can hardly expect to eſcape the 


utmoſt ridicule and contempt, But this {hail not difcourage me 


from offering What appears to me to be true, and to tend tg the 
vindicating the honour of St. Paul in the application he makes of 
_ the words of the old teſtament to our redcemer. 


2 e BNen TT: 


on - 
our Saviour, is much more obſcure, than that of many others: 


and had not the inſpired apoſtle by the application he has made 
of it, led us into this interpretation, it might, poſſibly, have been 


4 Diss ERTAT ION Of 
I will not deny that the relation of the words here cited, to 


always over-look'd. But the only queſtion which I would here 
calr:iy debate is this, whether now St. Pat has given us this 


key, we cannot, abſtracting from his inſpiration, confirm. his in- 


terpretation by ſome other good reaſons, taken from the place 
whence the quotation is taken. 1 think we may, and mall ac- 


cordingly here produce them. 


In the general, J fee nothing in the exvith Pſalm, that is diſa- 


| grecable to what I apprehend” is the nature and deſign of it, an 


Hymn or ſong of praiſe, wherein the inſpired writer perſonates our 


bleſſed Saviour, as magnifying God for his reſurrection, or redemp- 
tion ſrom the grave. This general obſervation will be confirmed by 
a brief view of the particular expreſſions, all which from the be- 
ginning to the end of the palm. are to be cond der d as the words 


; 2 of Chrilt, 


4 TAE four firſt verſes are bb parallel to what 1 we meet with 1 in 
ths fix firſt verſes of the xviii. that few who compare them can 
doubt of their relating to the ſame event. And indeed after 1 
Was, upon a careful examination, convinced of the opinion of many 
ancient writers, that Pſal. xviii. related to Chriſt, 1 ſoon perceived, 
by comparing the beginning of the two pſalms together, that this 
cxvith as well as the xviiith muſt be our Saviour's ſong of praiſe for 


his reſurrection; and that too before I took notice of the Af 


tion St. Paul has made of the roth er * 


Concerning Tell. xvili. I fay nothing here, but hr to what 1 


have ſaid before, All the uſe I now "make of it is this, to ſhow 


© how very much the beginning of this cxvith reſembles it. 'T hus 


2%%. i. The ce the Lora, "becauſe he hath heard my cor ce, nd my 55 


fupplicatitus. The two firit verſes of the xviiith expreſs. the ſame _ 


thing, and may as a comment teach us how the Lord had heard 


his Voice and ſupplications, even by acting for him as his deli- 
| * CECE 0 iT of his troubles. Twill 7 thee, 0 Lord, my ſtren 12th, 


The Lord is my rock and my 0. and my delirerer: my God, 
2 fer ON $70, PI), 9190111 4 will tr aff £1 uy buckley 5 and U he Hors ml 9 my 


18 A declarati on = his Sic to call upon the Laird: Pal, exvi. 


aa Becg 5 he bath lac lied his ear unto me, therefore ? will 1 call 
772 


/ 
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upon him as 's long as 7” Pſal. xviii. 3. I will call upon the 


mine enemies. Lhectwo next verſes of the cxvith exactly 
anſwer to the three next of the xviiith, and in both the 
pfalms deſcribe the perſon ſpoken of as in the ſtate of the dead, 


and praying for deliverance. cxvi. 3, 4. The ſorrows of denn 


compaſſed me, and the pains of hell [or the grave] gat 


hold upon ine: I found tronble and ſorrow. Then called I upon ; 


39 
Lord, who ts worthy 0 be praiſed : 73 2 all TI be {aced from 


« the name of the Lord; O Lord, I beſcech thee, deliver my ſoul, 


In like manner, xviii. 4. 6. T he ſorrows of death compaſſed me, 


aud the fuds of tungodly men made me afraid. The ſorrows of 


hell [or the grave] compaſſed me about: the ſnares of death pre- 


cented me. In my diſtreſs 1 called upon the Lord, and cried unto 


my God: he heard my Soc out of DIS temple, 4 my cry came 


before him into his ears. And here the pſalmiſt mentions what he 


had not before in P/2/, xviii. that his deliverance was in anſwer to 
- ins prayer: but this is omitted in the parallel verſes of the cxvith, 


| becauſe it had been before exprelly mentioned in cer. 1, 2. E very 


one ſees how exact and proper the terms made uſe of in both 


pfalms are, when underſtood as utter'd by our Saviour concerning 
his own caſe : and why then may they not as well be taken in 
bheir ſtrict and proper ſenſe, as by the nclp of rhetorical figures 


be applied to any other perſon: * Nor can any thing be more pro- 


per and ſtrictly true than what we mect with Pfal. exvi. 8. 
when thus underſtood, as ſpoken by our raiſed redeemer, T hou 


Haſt deliver'd my ſoul fi „u death, me eyes from tea! ory ad my 


feet from falling. Compare 7%. Xvi. 9 == IT. 


The ſenſe of ger. 9. is, I ack nowledge, dubious, J will walk 8 
: before the Lord inthe land of the licing. It would” de hart: 4 5 


ſuppoſe that the heaveniy regions into which our Lord atcendec!, 


ſhould be here called the and of tlie licing; and it w ould not be 


much more. fatisfactory to explain this mere Y of the mort time of 
40 days between his reſurrection and aftenſion. Whether we 


render it with our tranſlators, T evill walk 1 fore the 5 d in the 


land of the living, or with the Puls. Latin, I will plcaſe the Lord, 

or as the LXX, Tw II pleaſe before the Lord, 1t will not ſeem 
F well to ſuit the es St. Pant makes of the next verſe. oi 
the pfalm. But I think this difficulty may be removed\and the 
pſalmiſt's words be explained very n agrecably to St. Ps ſenſe of 


| the plalm, by obſerving in What manner the word 1. alu] is uled 
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elſewhere; as particularly Lev. xxvi. 11, 12. And Twill ſet my 


_ tabernacle among ft you: and my ſoul ſhall not abbor you. And 1 


will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye ſhall be my 


| People; which place is cited by St. Paul, 2 Cr. vi. 16. Accord- 


Ing to this ſenſe, the gracious preſence of Chriſt with men on earth, 


and his converſing with them will be here ſpoken of. And to this 
many places of the new teſtament do perfectly agree. Matth. 


xvii. 20. here two or three are gathered togethe, in my name, 


there am I in the midſt of them. xxviii. 20. Lo, Iam with you 


alway even unto the end of the world. And very pertinent is that 


expreſſion which is uſed concerning him, Rev. ii. i. That he walk- 


eth in the midſt f the ſeven golden candleſtichs. I think this in- 


terpretation receives ſome confirmation from the expreſſion 77 th 


lands of ehe living, it being plurally expreſs'd in the Hebrew, 
Which is peculiar to this place, there being no other place, where 
the /and of the living, tho ſeveral times mentioned, is thus ſpoken 


of, And ſince it is probable there was ſome peculiar reaſon for 


75 varying the phraſe in this One place, Which differs from all others, 8 
perhaps a better reaſon will hardly offer than this, that Chriſt's 


regards would not henceforth be confined to the land of Iſrael, 
but extend to the many lands or countries of the heathens. Nor 

can there be any difficulty in our Saviour's ſaying he would 

thus walk before the Lord: for this is agreeable to what we meet 


with elſewhere, particularly Pſal. xvi. 8. I have ſet the Lord al- 


ways betore me: Yecarſe be is at my right hand, I. ſhall not be 
f, en 


| The connection of the next verſe is very good when this is thus 


underſtood, I believed, therefore have T ſpoken ; That is, I firmly 


truſted in God that he would raiſe me from the dead, that I 


* might thus glorify him by making kim known to the world, . 


and therefore 1 was not deterred from boldly preaching that 
doctrine which I ſaw would inrage men againſt me, and cauſe 


them to put me to death,” _ 


Nothing could more exactly ſuit the apoſtle's deſign, than this 


citation thus underſtood Concerning Jeſus, there being ſo much 


ce 


reſemblance in the caſes here compared together. And it is as 


tho he had ſaid, © Jeſus believed, that God would raiſe him from 


the dead, and therefore in ſpite of that death which he ſaw | 
would be the conſequence, he freely ſpoke and publiſh d the 


_*errand upon which God ſent him; L his apoſtle, have the ſame 


_* ſpirit 


Os 2 COR. iv. 13. TY 
“ ſpirit of faith with Jeſus, and therefore tho' I am always deli- 
e yered unto death, and bear about in my body a reſemblance of 
the death of Jeſus, yet I ſpeak freely and publiſh the goſpel, 
A being well aſſured that he, who raiſed up the Lord Jeſus, ſhall 
et alfs- raiſe me up by Jeſus. 8 | 5 . oh 5 


| There ſeems not to be any room for an objection againſt this 
ſenſe of the pſalm from the next verſe, Iſaid in my haſie, all msn 
_ are liars, provided it be render'd, as I think it ought to be, 7 
ſaid in my fright,” or my trembling, namely, when 1 was greatly _ 
 _afflified, and in the utmoſt diſtreſs, All men are liars: and thus 
the LXX. have rendred this word both here and P/al. xxxi. 22. 
fy Th Ex g ge A. Never had any one more juſt cauſe to complain 
in this manner than our Saviour had at that time, when he was 
_ perſecuted by his own people, when the rulers ſo cagerly thirſted 
after his blood, when he was betrayed by one of his diſciples, de- 
nied very baſely by another, and cowardly forſaken by them all. 
He had then cauſe to complain of all men, that they were falſe, _ 
_ treacherous, and deceitful, and that no truſt or confidence was to. 
be placed in VVVVJ0Vù a Cs 
A4 s to the expreſſions wherein the perſon ſpeaking in the pſalm 
ſets forth his gratitude and thankſgivings to God, they may be 
compared with Pſal. xvi. 7, 9. which pſalm St. Peter has not only 
applied, but unqueſtionably proved to belong to Chriſt. As it, 
25——31. And what he ſays concerning paying his vows, ver. 
14, 18, 19. is parallel to what he ſays Pſal. xxii. 22, 25. which 
palm appears evidently to be ſpoken in the perſon of Chriſt, as 
iürom other paſlages, ſo eſpecially from thoſe, zhey pierced my 
Hands and my feet, ver. 16. and they part my garments among 
Them, aud caſt lots upon my veſture, ver. 18. which are literally 
true of Chriſt, but not of David: the expreſſions, I ſay, to this 
/' purpoſe, in Pſa. cxvi. are fo parallel, that I think I need not to 
detain the reader by ſaying any thing concerning them © 
Il ſhall therefore only take notice of one paſſage more, which may 
| ſeem to carry any difficulty in it according to this interpretation; 
and that is Pſal. cxvi. 16. Oh Lord, truly I am thy ſervant, T am 
1 by ſervant, and the ſon of thy handmaid: thou haſt looſed my bonds. 
If the pſalm be underſtood of our Saviour, it may ſeem ſtrange 
| that he ſhould fetch a plea from his mother. However agreeable _ 
this might be thought by the papiſts, who attribute ſo much to 
the virgin Mary, yet proteſtants will naturally think that the only 3 
„ . plea 
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plea the relation would afford, would be to the mother, and not 
to the ſon, But then on the other hand, if we ſhould ſuppoſe 
the pſalm uttered not in the perſon of Jeſus, but of David, it 
may ſcem as ſtrange, if David's mother was a woman of ſo ex- . 
traordinary piety, as that David could thus draw a plea from her, 
that we ſhould never have the leaſt mention made of her in any  _ 
part of the ſacred hiſtory, excepting this place, and Pfal. Ixxxvi. 
16. in which pſalm there is ſomewhat parallel to this: for there 
the pſalmiſt ſpeaks of God's delivering his ſoul from the loweſt 
Hell | or grave] ver. 13. which together with ſome other paſſages 
may incline us to underſtand both pfalms to relate to the ſame 


lam ſenſible of the uſe ſome have made of this expreſſion, 
the ſon of thy handmaid, as confirming the account of our Sa- 
viour's birth in the goſpel, that tho' he had a mother, yet he had 
no immediate earthly father, but was born of a virgin. Such 
Cannot be diſpleaſed with me, that I interpret the pſalm, as be- 
| longing to Chriſt, ſince they themſelves do in the general agree 
with me. And if they interpret it thus,“ J am the ſon of thy 
„ handmaid, having no earthly father, there is ſomewhat in it 
that renders it leſs diſagreeable, But if J may ſpeak my mind 
freely, I ſuſpect the ſenſe of the expreſſion has been univerſally 
miſtaken in both pſalms; and that without changing ſo much as 
one letter, but only the ſound which the Zews have by their 
points given to the letters, we ſhould read h ſor & of thy 
truth, inſtead of the ſon FNQR of thy handmaid and the mean- 
ing then will be in the place under conſideration, © I am thy true 
© and faithful ſon; as the LXX. in Exod. xviii. 21. have rendred 
” I WIR by aro 2 Oar muff Mell: and ſo Zech. viii. Ze TFRDN73. 
OO. wp is tranſlated by them-7725 amitur, the true or faithful city. 
= on Or elſe, © I am thy ſon in whom thy truth and faithfulneſs has ap- 
* w peared in begetting me, and railing me from the dead, and ſo 
| Fes „ making me by this new life thy ſon.“ Comp. Pſal. ii. 7. Rom. 
I. 4. And this ſenſe ſeems to me confirmed by what he immedi- 
1 5 ately adds, Thou baſt looſed my bonds ; which ſeems to lead us 
h do conſider him as ſpeaking of himſelf as his fon upon his looſing 
| 9 5 the pains of death, and raiſing him from the dead. I readily fub- = 
1 mit the whole to the judgment of ſuch as diligently and impar- = 
1 tally ſearch the holy ſcriptures. N 555 5 
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DISSERTATION I. 


John ii. 18, % 


IT freak not of you all; I knw whom T have 
choſen: but that the ſeripture may be ful- 


filled, He that eateth bread with me, hath 


Hſe up bis bee againft me, Now I tell you 
| before it come, that when tis come to paſs, 


ye may believe that I am be. 


ITI has been thought as hard to account for the citation we 
wo have in this place, as for almoſt any of the reſt in the goſpels 
and epiſtles, ſome of which muſt be own'd to be conſiderably ob- 
ſcure. And as the enemies of chriſtianity have been apt to triumph 
in the argument they urge from the citation before us, ſo its moſt 
hearty friends can't but acknowledge that they talk much more 
plauſibly upon this, than upon many other occaſions. We have 
the more reaſon to indeavour to clear and juſtify this paſſage, 
| becauſe the honour of our Lord is immediately concern'd, the a- 
plication of the words of the pſalmiſt being made by himſelf, _ 
and not by the evangeliſt as his hiſtorian, And above all others 
they muſt be obliged very carcfully to conſider this, who make 
a wide diſtinction between the citations that are introduced in this 


manner, 7his was done THAT the ſcripture might be fulfilled, 


and thoſe which are only brought in thus, e was fulfilled, al- 
lowing that texts may be and frequently are alleged in this latter 


manner only by way of accommodation, but inſiſting upon it that 


in the former caſe the paſſages cited muſt have been direct pro- 
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phecies of that very event to which they are applied, and of 


that only, I muſt frankly own this to have been a long time _ 


my perſuaſion ; nor have I yet ſeen cauſe to receed from it. This 
has led me more cloſely to ſearch into the meaning of this diſ- 
courſe of our Saviour; and by the ſatisfaction I have gained, I 
am the more confirmed in the truth and juſtice of my perſuaſion 
The difficulty here ariſes from the citation's being taken out 
of Pal. xli. And indeed no man can read that pſalm with any 
care and attention, but he muſt perceive that it cant relate to the 
Mieſſiah at all, The 4th verſe of the pſalm is a clear proof of 
this, which ever way you render it: Iſaid, Lord, be merciful 
unto me, heal my ſoul, for [or tho Heb. »] I have fumed 
againſt thee. Which words can never be ſuppoſed to be ut- 
tered by Chriſt, or by any inſpired author aſſuming his perſon, 
and ſpeaking in his name, who did no fin, and in whoſe mouth 
no puile was found. 1 Pet. ii. 22. Nor are the 7th and 8th 


verſes of the pſalm very likely to belong to Chriſt, or to have _ 
been utter d by him: All that hate me whiſper together againſ®s 


ne: againſt me do they deviſe my hurt. An evil diſeaſe, ſay they, 
 eleaveth faſt unto him: and now that be lieth, he ſhall riſe up 
no more. Upon which follows the paſſage cited by our Lord: Ye, 


mine own familiar friend, in whom Ttrufted, which did eat , q 


my bread, hath lift up his heel againſt me. Nor is there any 


other paſſage in the whole pſalm that ſhould incline one to ſuſ- 


pect that the uſage our Saviour met with, and particularly by _ 
_ reaſon of the treachery of Fadas, was at all pointed at in it. 
IT his difficulty has appeared ſo great to ſome who were heartily 
 defirous of ſolving it, that they have concluded there was no 
other way to do it, but by denying that our Saviour cites the 
xliſt pſalm; and therefore they have indeavoured to fetch the 
_ paſſage from P/al. Iv. 12 — 14. But the interpretation they 
offer is manifeſtly forced and violent: and tho' there be in that 
place ſomewhat to the ſame purpoſe with what we have in our 
Lord's citation, yet neither the words themſelves, nor the man- 
ner and turn of the expreſſions are there to be met with, as they 


are Pſal. xli. 9. And I hope to be able to ſhow that there is no 


yeed to have recourſe to ſuch a harſh and ſtrained account as 
they give us. Ds . | 


” 


„„ nne 45 
Jo ſet our Lord's diſcourſe in the clearer light, it will be proper 
to take notice of the occaſion of it, by which it will appear to 
b What it refers. Our Saviour then well knowing that his death 
was near at hand, that he might not only by his doctrine, but 
buy his own example, teach his diſciples to be ready to perform 
the meaneſt offices of kindneſs and love towards each other, would 
waſh their feet, er. 4, 5. Peter, when he came to him with this 
deſign, was aſhamed to admit ſuch a condeſcenſion in his Lord 
and Maſter towards himſelf; and therefore ſpeaks firſt in a ſur= _ 
prize, ver. 6. Lord, doft thou waſh my feet? and afterwards very ES 
peremptorily, cer. 8. T hou ſhalt never waſh my feet. Our Lord. 
| hereupon replies, If I waſh thee not, thou haſt no part with me. 
his might be taken literally, it being neceſſary that the diſciple 
who would continue in that relation to his maſter, ſhould ac- 
quieſce in his will when clearly and expreſly declared. But it 
ſeems more natural and eaſy to underſtand the words in a myſtical. 
and ſpiritual ſenſe: © unlefs I, the Meſſiah, purify thee and make 
e thee throughly can, thou haſt no part in me“. In this ſenſe it 
appears Peter underſtood him, ſince he anſwers, ger. 9. Lord, 
mot my feet only, but alſo my hands and my head, And we may 
_ reaſonably think that he underſtood Chriſt according to his true 
deſign, ſince he finds not the leaſt fault with him in this reſpect, 
when he makes him that reply, cer. 10. He that is waſhed, 
 needeth not ſave to waſh his feet. Which being taken in the 
myſtical ſenſe, is to be thus underſtood: © That a perſon being 
once waſhed or cleanſed by Chriſt, does not need to have 
e that through waſhing often repeated, but only to be cleanſed 
„ from time to time from that guilt or filth which he occa- 
„ ſionally contracts in his converſation, which can't be expected 
ce to be wholly free from ſin, as long as he lives in the world.“ 
This is very fitly reſembled by waſhing the feet, which were apt 
to be filthy and duſty in thoſe hot countries, wherein they moltly- _ 
uſed ſandals: whence it was uſual with them to waſh their feet; 
and it was reckon'd a piece of common civility to their friends 
or gueſts at their coming to them, to offer them weer to wan 
their feet; and therefore our Lord complained of the incivility of 
Simon the Phariſee, Litke vii. 44. Tentred into thine Honiſe, thot: 
gaveſt me no water for my feet. Such an one as was thus chef 
by Chriſt, was, as he adds, clean every whit | his whole perſon 
was clean, x4 Dag Le And, ſays he, ye are Clean Lye . mg O 
N = „ 5 diſciplzs 
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diſciples generally, and the far greater part of you, ois. eleven 


in twelve, are clean] bat not all | one is to be excepted, ] To this 
purpoſe St. John explains his words, cer. 11. For be knew who 
ould betray him; therefore ſaid he, ye are not all clean. That 
is Fudas Iſcariot, who was now preſent with him, was not clean: 
which farther ſhows our Lord 1s to be underſtood in a ſpiritual 
and not in a literal ſenſgmme. 
The more notice has been taken of this, becauſe the fr words 
of wer. 18. I ſpeak not of you all, are commonly, and I think 
juſtly underſtood to refer to that paſſage, ge are clean, but not all. 


There is indeed but one paſſage belide this, to which theſe 


words can refer, and that is ver. 17. If ye know theſe things, happy 
Are ge if ye do them, And then our Lord muſt be underſtood to 
mean, I don't ſay of you all, that you are navey, But this inter- 
pretation does not ſeem at all agreeable: for as the ſpeech is only 
conditional, our Lord might as truly have uſed it concerning Fudas, 
as any of the reſt of his diſciples; ſince he would have been happy, 
ir knowing theſe things he had alſo done them. I conclude there- 
fore that when our Lord ſays, I ſpeak not of you all, he means 
that he did not ſpeak of them all when he ſaid, - are not all : 
clean. © 
The next words are, Thurw whom Thave chef: 4.6. I know _ 
the diſpoſition and temper of every one of you, and can diſtin= 
< guiſh between the ſincere and the hypocritical. I know who . 
e deſerves to be, and accordingly is, approved by me.” This 1 
lock upon as an interjected clauſe ; which is to be omitted in fx 
ing the connexion of the diſcourſe, which therefore muſt ſtand 
thus. T/peak not of you all, but that the ſcripture ſhould be ful- 
Filled, be that eateth bread” Dith me, hath tift up PIs Heel . 
Againſt me. 


The greateſt ſtrength of the objection lies in the word 7 Ve that 


which 1 is ” here uſed. Oy Teh A UMLDY Azy®, AN wn h Yerrn 
D e f. Now let it be ſuppoſed, as I think it has been univer- 
Ally by commentators, that the ſenſe is compleated, and the ſen- 
tence intirely finiſhed in the eighteenth verſe; it will then be plain 


that there muſt be an ellipft s in the words, which it will be ne- 
ceſſary for us to ſupply. 


I don't find that others have ls any g general RY ation con- 


cerning this: but it ſeems to me that the expreſſion is trequently 
<liiptionl when we mect with theſe words | EAA . 1 ſhall _ 
2 5 5 e mention 
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tranſlation leaves out that, as tho' it were not in the_origi- 
nal. But there can be no reaſonable doubt that the place is ellipti- 
cal, ſince St. Matthew ſpeaking of the ſame thing, has taught us 


the 


Jo HN As 8. * 


mention ſome inſtances, and 'tis likely the careful reader of the 
ſcriptures may obſerve many more, Mark xiv. 48, 49. Feſits an- 
ſewer'd and ſaid unto them, are ye come out as againſt a thief, 
with ſwords and with ſlaves to take me? I was daily with you 
in the temple, teaching, and ye took me not: 4X ive mAnowSwow 


az Ye but that the ſcriptures muſt be fulfilled. Where our 


O 


gi 


47 


how we are to fill up the ſenſe, Matth. xxvi. 56. But all this 


_ was done, that the ſcriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. 
It will very probably be objected, that this e/lipfrs inſtead of 
removing will rather fix and increaſe the difficulty: for in caſe 
we ſupply the ellipſis in like manner here, then the paſſage in 
the pfalm muſt be a direct prophecy of this very event, and he 
came to paſs that that might be fulfilled which was there 


But in anſwer to that let it be obſerved, 1. That that text is 
only alleged to ſhow that an e//ip/rs in general is commonly to be 
| ſuppoſed when thoſe words @AX ive are uſed, and not that the 
ellipſis is always to be filled up the ſame way. And, 2. That 
this place will not admit that the e//ip/rs ſhould here be ſupplied. 
Ame way. Had it indeed been ſaid before, as tis afterwards, 
Vier. 21, One of you ſhall betray me, the ſenſe might have been 
well enough complicated this way; But this ſhall be done, that 
the ſcripture may be fulfilled. But this is not the caſe. All that 
goes before, is, that Chriſt ſpake not of all his diſciples, when he 
Rid, ye are nt all clean; but Idas act in betraying him, had 
not yet been mention'd by him, tho' it had by the evangeliſt in- 
: commenting upon his words, ver. 11. Now it can't be thought 
that our Saviour meant that his seEAK ING thus of his diſciples, that 
they were not all clean, was the fulfilment of the pſalmiſt's words, 
even upon the ſuppoſition of their being prophetical. "Tis ſome 
fact that muſt be ſuppoſed to be here refer d to, and not our 


Saviour's ſpeaking of a fact, unleſs his ſpeaking of it be conſider'd 


- us needy came % ooo ont 
Lt me add a few more paſſages of this nature, which ſhall 
be all taken out of the writings of St. John. _ 


John i. 8. He | Fobn the baptiſt] was not that light, a i 


% UP 


and egſen BUT THAT he might bear witneſs of that ligt. Where 


A DissrR TATION « 0¹ 


our tranſlators have filled up the ſenſe from ver. 6. But was ſent 
10 bear witneſs of that light; as they might likewiſe from ver, 7. 
Hut he came that be mipht bear witneſs of that light. 
Again, John ix. 3. Neither hath this man ſinm d, nor His pa- 
rents, 48K we but this is done, or he is born blind] hat THe 
works of Cod j honld be made manifeſ? in him. : 
Again, John Xiv. 305 31. Ileredſter T cwill not talk much. With 
nou : "for Th prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in 


nie; a wa but [he is permitted thus to come] that the world 


may know that I love the I ather, and as Pe Father gave me 
commandment, ecen ſo Ido. 


Again, 50h XV. 24, 25. Dit now haze thy hated both me 
and 5, my E ather ; 2AX iz but [as our own tranſlators are forced 
to fill up the ſenſe, This cometh to paſs] that it might be ful- 
Hil _ that is c ritten in their law, they bated 7, me Without a 

eaſe. 
Again, Jobs xXvili. 28. T hey themſelr: es went not. into the 15 
judement ball, left they ſhould be defiled, d D h, but that they 


| 33 eat the paſſover ; i. e. but they ſtaid without, that not be- 
ing defiled, they might eat the paſſover. 


Finally: r- John it. 19. They went out from Us, bus ehey were 
not all of us: for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have 
continued with tis ; 4 h but [they went out from us, as our 
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tranſlation. very juſtly fills up the ſenſe] that 19 migot be made 


manifeſt that they were not all of us. 5 
And now after ſo many plain inſtances of an ellipfis is, when 
theſe two particles are uſed together, certainly it can't ſeem un- 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe that ſomewhat of the like nature is to be 
met with in this place. And accordingly 1 now proceed to ac- 
count for it. And here, h 
Firſt, I ſhall offer what may be aid upon the ſuppoſi tion of 
the eighteenth verſe's containing alone an intire ſenſe, And there 
are two ways which may then be taken to ſolve the difficulty. 
(1.) The ſenſe may be filled up from the two preceding clauſes, 
the latter not being then conſider'd as a parentheſis, or interjected | 
clauſe, which does not affect the connexion between what goes 
before, and what follows after it; which is what was before 
ſuppoſed. And then the ſenſe may ſtand thus: © I ſpeak not of 
* you all; I know whom I have choſen: but [I ſpeak of one 


— you} that [you 5 know | that Fee is fulfilled 


0 lor 


1 ENF" 6 K 44 ated 
K : ]— Vw a a 


to be here uſe 


JOHN xiii. 18, 


ce [or verified in me] He that eateth N = me bath lift 


* up his beel 4 6 27% me. Or, (2.) We may underſt and ive that 
for when, as it often is in St. ohni writings. 
Thus John xvi. 2. Tea the time cometh, that | i.e. when] 2250 
ſoever killeth you will think that he doth God ſercice: which Dr. 
Zille tells us Euſebins cites thus, EAwWorlai xaizts ty d, which 
muſt I ſuppoſe be by way of comment or explication of thoſe 


words Eęqelal G ive, ſince no copy favours that reading; and ſo | 
it ſhows us how he underſtood the word ive in that place. Again 


ger. 3 2. Behold the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that i. e. 


when | ye ſhall be ſcattered every man to bis own home. Compare 5 


- allo Fohn xii. 23. xiii. 1. XV. 8, 13. 3 Epiſtle ohn 4 And here 
it may be remarked that the Syriac tranſlation, tho' in rendring 
_ thoſe phraſes Egyzla: de oe, John iv. 21. v. 25. and Epe weg 
eV, John v. 28. it uſes the word de which properly ſignifies 
when; yet John 1 IV. 21. it renders © re only by the particle 5 which 8 
1 the way in which it renders % in the ſame caſe, as Tom xii. 
23. XUE 1. Xvi. 2. Should we take ive thus, the Caſs will be, 
<« [ſpeak not of you all, but of one, when that ſcripture mall be 


« verified in me, He that cateth bread with me, Gc. But, 


Secondly, T hat which beſt pleaſes me is the” account I now 


offer, wherein I ſuppoſe that the ſenſe is not compleatly finiſhed in 
. Cer. 18. but that ©. 19. is to be added to it in order to our having 

— 2 fall view of our Lord's meaning. If I miſtake not, there is a 
 evyzuos or miſplacing in the order of the words as they now 

| EG} by reaſon whereof theſe two verſes ſeem to contain each 
-of them a diſtinct ſentence, tho really they together make up 
but one. I would therefore ſuppoſe the words to ſtand in this 
order: Ov mt 24 Tal wv d N GH 019 * 5 6e g wn) ZAA ivz 
| [fra] n yearn Argo She O T2590 Auer £148 75 & Sees 'T L 


Thy era 48, r 221 aD „ M29 T5 Yeve; La, Ive Grab al, 
NE. 


migwoule Cr. 470 . That is, I ſpeak not of you all (I know whom 
T haze choſen) but that [when] that ſcripture ſhall be fulfilled, 

he that eateth bread with me, hath Lift up his heel againſy me, 

note ſpeak to you Call] before it is done, that when tis done, 
ye may believe that Iam he, viz. the Meliah. Where the reader 
1s to obſerve, that I join An but in ſenſe with, I now ſpeak 


to you : and 'the epanalepſis in Ay» and AM, ſcems to lead to 


This; and eſpeciall) ſince there is no ꝙ in the 19th verſe, and it 
zs not laid AT Sole 2 My U, for Which no better reaſon can 1 
= = 


thinks, 
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think be given, but that jt was before expreſs'd by 22 of the 


ſame importance. Again I ſupply oa» after ha in the 18th verſe, 
from the 19th verſe, where ive &zy occurs, And in ſuch abrupt 
ſpeeches tis not unuſual to ſupply the defect of one clauſe from a- 
nother that follows it, repeating only ſomewhat of it. See Eph. 
ii. 1, 5. and more eſpecially may this be allowed when the lat: 
ter clauſe is explicatory of the former. This then I take to be the 
true ſenſe of the place. © I ſpeak not of you all, when J ſay ye 


are not all clean (I know whom I have choſen) but I now 


© ſpeak to you all before the thing is come to paſs, that ſo wen 


© it is come to paſs, and you ſee that ſcripture verified in me, 


« He that eateth bread with me, hath lift up his heel againſt me, 


© you may then be fully convinced that I am indeed the Meſſiah : 
| © not becauſe thoſe words were really prophetical of this event, 


but becauſe I now foretell it you. 


Such kind of trajections and miſplacings of words are to be 


met with in good authors; and however they are apt to create an 
obſcurity, FA they are thought to carry a beauty in them. I think 
e 


I could o c 5 
only one, which is ſo very plain that hardly any doubt is made 


r ſeveral examples of this nature: but I ſhall chooſe 


of it. Als x. 36— 38. T Adgov 3 amizene ve yo} Iogand, 


SU ) O S1 en Tia Inos Xews (0155 sg Ni Koe go) Tee 


d. e 2 Yevoprevoy 222 * N On The IsFaizs, * prevov amo Tic 
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Ta ,, pile mw Camlioua 3 xi gur er Iwayms* Ino8y Tov am Nadæęgsr, 

Is Cypeicey aultys Os muwpal cyiv x, d ⁰,jẽœẽse i. There is no verb 


er, 36. to govern mw Ayo, and to ſupply that defect there is a 


| neceſſity Of fetching A oft) &7: from ver. 37s altho' there another 


accuſative caſe follows it. Our own tranſlators were forced to 
take it the ſame way : The word which God ſent unto the children 


of Urael, preaching peace by Feſus Chriſt (be is Lord of all) that 


word, 1 ſay, you know. And why may we not as well ſupply 
Fohn xiii. 18, from over. 19. eſpecially ſince the epanalepſis is in 
this caſe more obvious, than in the Acts, where Tov Adyor is 


changed into 79 fiuz : which yet is frequent in good authors, when 


they make ſuch repetitions, as we have an inſtance in Cicero, | 
Hoc premendum etiam atque etiam eft argumentum, confirmato 


illo, de quo, fi mortales animi ſunt, dubitare non poſſumus, quin 
tantus interitus in morte fit, ut ne minima quidem fuſpicio ſeiſus 


_ relinquatur : hoc igitur probe ſtabilito & fixo, illid excutienddum 


eft, ut ſciatur, quid ſit carere, Gt. There is yet another tranſ- 
5 ER Ca on co poſition 


1.0 I N xi. 18, 19: 61 
poſition in that place, cer. 38. Inofv 7% d NeLagir, ws te ow d 
A, How God gnointed Jeſus of Nazareth, &. But the tranſpoſi- 
© tion will be ſtill greater in cafe we ſuppoſe deze g. 37. to 
1 agree with Ins, and not with e. Nor is this unreaſonable, 
I _ conſidering the uſe St. Laie makes of that word concerning Chriſt, 
Act i. 1, 22. Lathe iii. 23. xxiii. 5. Compare alſo Matth. iv. 17. 
And if we admit this conſtruction which is perhaps the moſt na- 
tural, the ſenſe will ſtand thus: How God with the holy & hot. 
and with power anointed Jeſus of Nazareth, who began from Ga- 
lilee, after the baptiſm which John preached, 
Of this ſchema or figura in ſententiis Iſidorus Hiſpal. gives us 
an example from Virgil. Lib. 1. c. 35. Prolepſis eff Pbraſumptio, 
ubi ea, que ſequt debent, anteponuntur : ut, Interea reges ingentt 
mole, Latinus debuit enim fic dicere: Interea reges ingenti 
mole, & ſtatim adjicere quod ſequitur, Procedunt caſtris: einde 
dicere, Latinus &c. ſed fatia eft pro ornamento præſumptio rei, 
G qui 75 debuere reges inter poſiti ſunt in ſeptem werſibus, & 
Poſtea additum eft, Procedunt caſtris. Inde præſaumptio, quia an- 
_ repofita ſunt que ſequi debuere. The paſſage he refers to is in 
 Vireil. /Eneid. lib. xii. ver. 161; Which I ſhall tranſcribe, 


Tnterea reges ingenti mole Latinus 
 Ouadrimugo vchitur curru, cui tempora Circun 
Aurati bis ſex radii fulgentia cingunt, = 
Solis avs ſpecimen Bipis it Turnus in albis, 
Bina manu lato criſpans haſtilia ferro: 
Hinc pater Mneas, Romanæ flirpis origo, 
Sidereo flagrans clypeo, & caleftibus armis 
Et guxta Aſcanius, magng ſpes altera Rome 
Preicedumt caftris, d. 


The fame author in the next chapter gives us another ex- 


1 ample. Syntheſis 2%, abi ex omni parte confuſa ſunt verba, ut illud, 
| Z nn—n—=Fuvnenes, fortiſſima fruſtra 

| | Pectora, ſi vobis audendi extrema cupido eff 

| Certa ſequi, gue fit rebus fortuna videtis:; _ 


Exceſſere omnes, adytis ariſque reliftis, oo 
Dii, quibus imperium hoc fteterat, ſuccurritis ur bi 
1 A moriamur, & in media arma ruamus. 


52 


I any deſire to ſee examples in Greek authors, they may con- 
ſult Buclæus Comm. Gr. L. in the places refer d to in his Latin 
index under Figure conftruttionis & ſchema. 5 


A DissER TATION on 


Ordo talis eſt, Juoenes fortiſſima pectora, fruſtra ſuccurritis 
 wwbi incenſæ, quia exceſſere dii quibus hoc imperium ſteterat. 
unde ft wobis cupido certa eft me ſequi, audentem extremn, rua- 


mis in media arma, & moriamur. _ 
Ihe paſlage is in Aneid. ii. ver. 348. 


\ 


{4 


Upon the whole I can't perceive there is any neceſſity for our judg- 


ing that our Lord alleged the words of the pſalmiſt as a prophecy 
of the treachery of Judas, or as a proof that he ſhould betray 
him: and I hope I have made it evident there is no ſuch neceſ-— 
ſity, which was the principal aim I had in treating of this paſſage 
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DISSERTATION 1V 


Match. V. wy 15, 16. 


| Ve 4 are ib light of the aworld, ” city 25 fog i. 

5 ft on an hill, cannot be hid. 15. Neither do 
men light a candle, and put it under a buſhel; 
hut on a candleftick, and it giveth. light unto 
all that are in the houſe. 16. Let your light | 
'# ſhine before men, that they may fee your - 


oe works, and eure Jour. Father which | 
ts in heaven. 5 5 


OoMMENTATORS 46 I think, is take it for 
j granted, that our Saviour here compares, as ſome imagine, 
| his apoſtles, or as others more juſtly reckon, his diſciples in 
general to three different things, Fir/t, The lig ht of the world. 
Secondly, A city that is ſet on an hill, 7. tirdly, A lighted candle 


in an houſe. Nor can any of them, as far as I can fee, give a 


_ tolerable account how what Chriſt ſays of a city ſet. upon an 


hill does come in. That I may not reflect upon particular authors, 


I deſire the reader, who has curioſity and ability, to conſult the 


Hop. critic. upon the place. 


On the contrary, 1 am of the opinion that our I. ord here com- 
pares his diſciples ouly to one thing, the /ight of the world: and. 
that the other two paflages are not intended to expreſs any pro- 
per reſemblances of his diſciples ; but are incidental paſſages brought 
1 upon. Ab ther. deſign, Aich tall preſen! iy. be. EXPLAINS: and 
that 


a Diss ERTAT ION on. 


that ver. 1 16. is to be cloſely connected in ſenſe with the firſt words. 
_ only of ver. 14. 27% are the light of the World, ** reaſons for 55 


this interpretation are, 


Firſt, That cer. 16. which i is the application our Lord makes 
of what he had aid, has a reſpect to nothing but their being a 


light. Not the leaſt notice is here taken of any compariſon made 
/ of them to a city ſet upon an hill; which yet I think ought to 


have had ſome place in the application, in caſe it had been del en d e 
as a proper reſemblance. | 


Secondly, There is not the leaſt intimation given in our Lord's 


words that he deſign'd theſe as reſemblances of his diſciples. He 


does not ſay, 22 are a city ſet on a hill, as he does, Ys ARE the 
ligbt of the world; and ger. 13. VE ARE the ſalt of the earth. 


Commentators indeed tell us that the words are elliptical, and that i 


the ſenſe is thus to be ſupplied, Je are as a city ſet upon an bill, 
aud fuch a city cannot be hid. But I conceive the true reaſon why 
they do.ſo, is becauſe they miſs'd the true ſenſe, and ſo were 


torced to give that interpretation, if they would give any at all. 
Asgain in the other inſtance he does not ſay, 27 are as a candle 


lighied up in an houſe ; but neither do MEN light a candle, and 
put it under a buſhel, &c. which might reaſonably have been 


taken as a hint by commentators, that they were not to underſtand 
this to be ſpoken by our Lord, as a proper reſemblance of his 


«diſciples. For when he ſpeaks of them as the Iight of the world, 
-he muſt certainly be thought to mean that God had ſo appointed 


and conſtituted them ; 9. it would be very ſtrange, if after this 


he ſhould repreſent them as candles Aa by. men, from whom 
they derived not their light at all. 


Thirdly, The light of the world, and a city fat on an hill, are 


ideas ſo vaſtly arent, that it cannot eaſily be admitted, that 
our Saviour would thus jumble them together, and crowd in the 
ſecond before he had done with the firit, as tis manifeſt by ver. 


16. he had not yet done with it. : | 
ae Ty 'l ho" there is not the fame Alterac between the. 


| ideas of the licht of the werld, and the light of a candle, they 


n 4 rceing im the chief thing, it being /ioht; yet there are 


other reafons why we cannot reaſonably ſuppoſe he deſign'd this 


as a « proj der compariten or reſemblance of his dyſciples. For how 


Ver this might Well enough agree in the general with What he 1 
had faid of their See the liabs of the world |; ; 1 it as utterly as 


that 


MTT H v 16. 


that diſagrees with the intermediate ſuppoſed compariſon of a city 
ſet on am hill, And certainly tis very unreaſonable to imagine that 
ſuch very different things are mixed and confounded together, 


till we can ſhow that there is at leaſt one inſtance of the like 
nature to be found in any of his diſcourſes — . 


9 


Hut as a farther reaſon I urge that we can't thus interpret this 


text, without ſuppoſing our Lord to have been guilty of a very 


55 


great indecency and impropriety in the art of ſpeaking or teach- 5 


ing, which certainly no chriſtian ought ever to allow; nor is 


there any ſign of it in his diſcourſes. If I can clearly make this 
out, it muſt be deciſive againſt the interpretations hitherto given 

by commentators. Now tis manifeſt that our Lord deſign'd to 
poſſeſs his diſciples with high apprehenſions of the great dignity 

God hath confer'd upon them, and the ſervice for which he in- 


tended them; and this in order to his more powerfully exciting 


them to their duty.. But every one muſt perceive, that in this caſe 


nothing could be more improper than for the ſpeaker in the pro- 
greſs of his diſcourſe to fall and fink in his compariſons. Tis ra- 
ther his buſineſs to raiſe and heighten the idea of his auditors, or 
at leaſt to keep it up to as high a pitch as he had before ſet it; 


and ſuch words are therefore to be choſen by him as are adapted 


to this purpoſe. 


Ils have been apt to think ſomewhat of this nature may be obſer- 
| ved here in our Lord's diſcourſe, and tho' the remark ſhould not 
prove ſatisfactory, yet the taking notice of it will illuſtrate what 1 


5 now deſign. Let the reader then compare the two reſemblances 


our Lord uſes of his diſciples ver. 13, 14. wherein he ſeems to 


have had a regard to this rule in the art of ſpeaking. In cer. 


13. he ſays, 7e are the ſalt of the EARTH: in ger. 14. Te are 


the light of the woxLD. Commentators tell us that by the 
earth and the world we are to underſtand the ſame thing: and 


indeed, when we come to give the explications of the compari- 


ſons, 'tis natural enough to take them in that manner. But ſee 


how the expreſſion riſes and greatens in the ſecond compariſon. 


In the firſt they were the {alt of. the cart, which however large 
it appears to us, is but a Imail and inconſiderable ſpot in compariſon 


of the world mentioned in the ſecond, when they are ſaid to be 


the /ight of the worLD. By tiling them the % of the world 


he compares them to the San, (Sce John Xl, 9, 10.) Which is placed 
in the heavens, and diffuſes its light and influences through vaſt 


and 


[7 . 


ths N . 
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and immenſe regions, and is not confined to ſuch a fall and in- 
conſiderable point as this earth comparatively is. So that here in 
the progreſs of his diſcourſe there is a riſing and greatning the 
idea, and the adding new ſpirit and life, as it were, to the in- 
. coden notion of the dignity confer'd upon them. But how 
ſtrangely would it ſound for any teacher, and eſpecially ſuch a 
perfect one as our bleſſed Lord, to fink his compariſon and re- 
ſemblance fo low, as is generally ſuppoſed, in the ſame breath, 
and after he had compared them to the ſan in the firmament, 16 
immediatcly to reſemble them by.a poor ſorry candle lighted up 
in a narrow houſe, w hoſe light 1 is DOS: at all in compariſon of 
that of the ſun? 
| Upon the whole therefore it ſcems moſt natural] and eaſy t 
underſtand our Lord, as comparing his diſciples only to one thing, 
s. the light of the world. 
But then the queſtion will be: how are the two other PIG 
to be underſtood. i phey- are not deſigu d to be Proper com- 
- pariſons: 5 
Tochis 1 anſwer, that our ; Lord by comparing them to the : 
lie the world, deſi gn'd to admoniſh them of their duty, as 
Well as to put them in mind of the honour conf-r'd upon them. 
Their duty was to exert their light in the beſt manner they could, 
and to indeavour according to their character, and the nature of 
Hig ght, to be as conſpicuous as poſſible. They were not therefore 
to expect to paſs through the world unobſerved and unregarded; 
nor were they to affect or indeavour it; as they might be under 
a temptation to do it from the perſecutions they might meet with, | 
and of which our Lord had juſt before warn'd them, cer. 10—1 * 
*Tis the bulinefs of light to diſcover other things, Eph. v. 1 
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and it can't it ſelf but be viſible; and tis not pollible that men 


ſhould diſcern other things by the light of the ſun, and yet take _ 
no notice of the ſun it ſalt. Hence then our Lord inculcates it 
upon his diſciples, that they muſt reckon upon being much ob- 
| ſerved, and upon that account muſt be the more carcful not to 
conceal their light, but let it ſhine forth more brightly before men, 
i. e. in the ſight of all that behold them, ver. 16. or as tis expreſt 
by St. Paul, Philip. ii. 15, 16. They were to be blameleſs and 
bar mle(s, the ſens of God, without rebuke, in the mids of a crook- 
ef ad Lege ſe nation, among whom they were to ſpire a5 L1GH Ts 

n . N 1d, bolding forth the ord. of 885 I is evident from 
. 2 the 
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ATT H v. 14—16. , *s 
the application, ver. 16. that this is the thing our Saviour 
' deſign'd to inculcate upon his followers. Now this he inforces 
| from the intention of God, . d. God would not have appointed 
= © you to be the light of the world, if he had deſign'd you ſhould 

be hid and concealed from the view of the world.” And to 
_ illuſtrate and confirm this are thoſe two paſlages brought in by 
him, whereby he teaches them to uſe the ſame method in judg= © 
ing of the deſign of God, that they did in judging of the deſigns 
of men, namely to judge by the nature of the works. I think — 
therefore I may expreſs our Lord's meaning in the following 
mn. nn” CO „„ 
„ *T'is manifeſt when men build a city upon a hill, they have 
cc no intention that it ſhould not be ſeen. If an obſcure habita- 
tion were deſigned,” it ſhould be ſome den or cave of the earth, 1 
© ora ſmall cottage in a valley or a wood; and not a well built 
e city on the top of a hill. And again, when men light a candle, _ 
„ they don't do it to put it under a buſhel, or any veſlel that 
ſhould incloſe and ſhut up the light of it ; which would render 


A 


"8 


” < their action inſignificant and impertinent : but they ſet it where 
4 it may be moſt commodiouſly viewed, and beſt diffuſe its light, 
1 &. and ſo be moſt uſeful in the houſe. Thus you account for mens 
| ce deſigns by their actions: do the like in accounting for God's de- 
cs ſigns; and therefore expect not to be hid, ſince God has ap- 

F pointed you to be the light of the world. As therefore men 
| © light a candle to give light to thoſe who are in the houſe, 
4 fo God has made you the light of the world, that you 

1 may ſhine in and give light to it. This then you are to indea- 

c. your to do, and accordingly, Let your light ſo ſhine before men, 

c that they may ſee your good works, and gloriſy your Father 
J.... 
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„naue nothing to add to what is commonly alleged by com- 


1 may explain the manner in which the multifudes ſat when Chriſt 


_ ples ſay, Matth. xiv. 15. or when the day began to wear away, 


would require more hours than the time of the day would then 


OO ud he commanded them io make all fit don 
0 by companies upon the green graſs. And 
they fat down in ranks by hundreds, and by 


rb. Kai avimiowv Texoie! meacial, ava waly xal ava. 


| mentators concerning the ſenſe of the words xe and 
 65vyurIE, The only reaſon why I take notice of this place, is that 


fed them, which can, I think, be learned only from this text. 
The common opinion, as far as I have perceived, is that they 
| were placed an hundred in one company and fifty in another, 
and ſo all of them diſpoſed into companies of one or the other 
number in diſtant places. This has appeared to me very con- 
| fuſed and abſurd. The diſciples muſt have ſpent: a long time in 
ranging ſuch a multitude in this order, which the circumſtances of 
the time when this was done will not well admit. For this was 
done in the «evening, when the time Was now paſt, as the difci- 


Luke ix. 12. or as St. Mark here ſays, ver. 35. the day was now 
Far ſpent, and the time was far hajed: To range therefore five 
thouſand perſons into ſo many diſtinct and ſeparate companies, 


— 


Kal tmtlafev auvlois avernivat mravias cvpoaa prone tm TH 
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MARK Vi. 39, 40. 8 
allow. Beſides, what end would ſuch an ordering of them an- 
ſwer? And Why ſhould they not all of them have been placed 
in companies of hundreds, or all of them in companies of fiſties? 

The eaſe and advantage of the twelve diſciples in diſtributing the 
loaves and the fiſhes could not be herein conſulted, ſince it would 
have been the ſame trouble to any of them to diſtribute to two 
companies of fifty, as to one of an hundred. Nor would this have 
anſwer'd any ſuch other ends, as I ſhall preſently mention, when 
I have given another account of the manner in which the multi- 
* were diſpoſed. 

My opinion therefore is, that the whole multitude was ranged 

into one company after the manner of ſoldiers, and that they 

were an hundred in length and fifty in depth, or an hundred in 
rank and fifty in file. My reaſons for this interpretation are theſe. 
Firſt, That this way of ranging them was the ſhorteſt, and 

therefore beſt fitted the ſraitneſs of? the time in which it was to be 

done. A little care will ſerve to place the hundred in front in due 
order, and to prevent the files exceeding the number fifty, and 
theſe being fixed the reſt of the ranks and files would be filled up. . 
with little or no trouble. ; 5 
SGecondly, This account exactly ſuits the number af the multi- 
tudes For ſuppoſing them thus ranged, an hundred multiplied 


by fifty will give exactly five thouſand, in which all the four 5 2 FO 
evangeliſts do agree, Matth. xiv. 21. Mark vi, 42. Luke i Is 1% „ 
| John vi. 10. 


Tzbirah, This interpretation perſedly reconciles St, Mark and 
St. Lake, which, as far as I can ſee, no other can poſſibly do. 
Ii expreſs | in Mar k, That they ſat dron in ranks by hundreds 
and by fifties. * But in Luke ix. 14, 15. Chriſt fays to his diſciples, 
Make them fit down by e1FTiEs in a company. And tis added, 
Aud they did so, and made them ai ſit drawn. Now if they 
_ Mtindiſtin& and diſperſt companies, how. could they a// ſit down 
buy fifties, ſince fome of the companies according to St. Mark con- 
ſiſted of hundreds? But according to the interpretation juſt now _ 
offered, every one fat in a rank = an hundred, and every one ina 
rank of fifty, and ſo they might be faid to lit down either by 
hundreds or by fifties, or by both. 
Fourthly, This interpretation ſeems beſt to ſit ſeveral things 
| which our Lord may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to deſign, when he 
4 order d them to be diipoſed 1 into ranks or companies. at all, As, (1.) 15 
B03 er 1 
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This was as convenient for the eaſy diſtribution of the loaves and 
© the fiſhes as any other could be; and indeed it ſeems to. have been 
much more ſo, If we ſuppoſe the one half of the multitude to be 
formed into companies of an hundred each, they will make five 
and twenty ſuch companies, and the reſt will make fifty companies 
of fifty each, that is in the whole ſeventy five diſtinct companies; 
or if we ſuppoſe them to have made pretty near an equal number of 
companies of each ſort, and that there were thirty three companies 
_ conſiſting of an hundred each, and thirty four of fifty each, they 
will then make up ſixty ſeven ſuch diſtin companies; and there 
being but twelve to- diſtribute to them, the diſtin& companies of - 


ſuch a multitude would have been apt to be clamorous, when they 


ſaw others ſerved before them, and it would have been more eaſy 

tor ſome of them to be over- look d, which might have added to 

the confuſion. But when they all formed only one company, and 
the twelve diſciples went orderly along the ſeveral ranks, every - _ 
one would be eaſy and quiet, ſeeing plainly that the loaves and 


e fiſhes were coming to him, and he ſhould. be ſerved in his 


turn. (2.) By this means every one would more eaſily perceive the 
number of thoſe our Saviour fed, and ſo the greatneſs of the mira- 
cle he performed. It was much more eaſy to reckon up the num 
bers of thoſe in rank and thoſe in file, and ſo to compute the ſum 
total, than it would have been to number firſt the ſeveral compa» 
' nies, and then of how many each conſiſted, and ſo the number of 
the whole. Beſides, the thing could not then have been ſo evi- 
dent to them. It was an ocular demonſtration each of them might 
have of the numbers according to the interpretation propoſed : but 
they might have doubted whether, if the other way had been 
taken, the diſciples had placed them exactly by hundreds and by 
_ fifties in a company; nor was.it poſlible for them to examine each _ 
company throly. (3.)- They might according to this account 
much more conveniently bchoid our Saviour in working this mira» 
dle, and ſee that there was no fraud or coſluſion in what he did 
and might have the more advantage for hearing his diſcourſes to 
them, as 'tis not improbable. that he. took that opportunity of 
giving them uſeful inſtructions... This could not well be, had they = 
been diſpoſed into ſixty or ſeventy diſtinct companies; but it 
might caſily, if w. ſuppoſe them all ranged in the aforeſaid man- 
ner in one company; and eſpecially it we imagine them to be 
placed upon the {ide of an hill, as our Lord ſeems to have — . 
. „ ” ID Es + 


that advantage when he preached to the multitudes. And indeed 
this is not an arbitrary imagination, it being certain from John vi. 
28, 3. that our Saviour was upon a mountain when he wrought 
Ss. . 
* Ihe reader will bear with me in making two ſhort reflections 
upon this Seen. „%% 
Firſt, That the order our Lord gave for this placing of the 
multitudes, as it was deſigned. for the ſatisfaction of his diſciples 
and the multitudes concerning the greatneſs of the miracle, ſo it 
feems to have proceeded from the exact and certain knowledge he 
had of their numbers previouſly to their being thus ranged. Had 
he not known himſelf before hand their number, he could not 
have preſcribed ſo exactly in what form, or to what number they = 
might be beſt ranked both ways, even as an officer muſt firſt nor 
wWjbat number of ſoldiers he has before he can pitch upon the pro- 
1 pereſt method or form of ranging them” «© 
1 Secondly, It ſeems reafonable to allow the like order to have 
been obſerved when our Saviour fed the four thouſand, tho' it is 
not mentioned by. the Evangeliſts, Mark viii. 69. Matth. xv. 
35— 38. and that then they were placed either an hundred in 
rank and forty in file; or elſe eighty in rank and. fifty. in file. 
Abſtracting from the clear evidence we have of the fact in the 
other caſe, the ſame reaſons may induce us to believe that the 
like method was obſerved at both times; and that which is clear 
and certain may well ſerve as a key to the interpretation of the 


| other, tho the thing be not expreſſy declare. 
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DISSERTATION VI 


x Cor. vill 3. 
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But if any man love God, the ſame. is Inn 


* 


R. tals Gow the 3 of St. Paul's 4 diſcourſe, bus 8 
leſs given the true ſenſe in the main of what he here ſays. 
. manifeſt that he i is not here ſpeaking of God's knowledge of 
men, but barely of men's knowledge of God. As he obſerves 

in his contents of the ſection, The deſi on. of the apoſtle ſeems 
© to be to take down the opinion the Corinthians had of their 
knowledge, by ſhowing them that notwithſtanding all he 
knowledge they preſumed on, and were puffed up with, yet 
the eating of thoſe ſacrifices | the things offer'd to idols] did _ 
recommend them to God, and that they might ſin in their want 
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35 of charity by offending their weak brother.” To clear this 


farther it will not be amiſs to take notice df the two preceeding 
verſes, according to Mr. Locke's paraphraſe upon them, which 
runs thus: © As for things offer d up unto idols, it muſt not be 
« queſtioned but that every one of you who ſtand ſo much upon 
your knowledge, know that the imaginary Gods, to whom the 
© Gentiles ſacrifice, are not in reality Gods, but meer fitions: 
| = but with this pray remember, that ſuch a knowledge, or opi- 
& nion of their knowledge, ſwells men with pride and vanity, 
© But charity it is that improves and advances men in Chriſtianity, 
< But if any one be conceited of his own knowledge, as if Chriſti- 
* anity were a ſcience for ſpeculation and diſpute, he knows no- 
thing yet of Chriſtianity as he ought to know it.” This plain- 
5 ly leads us to underſtand the next verſe now under conſideration, - 


and 


1 CO K. viii. 3. 63 
and which is brought in by way of oppoſition to per. 2. as ſpeak gg 
ing of mens knowing God, and not of his knowing them. And N 
when he aſſerted of one conceited of his knowledge, that he 
knoweth nothing yet as be ought to know it, and brings in the next 
ſentence with the adverſative bat, it was natural to expect that 
he ſhould fay ſomewhat of thoſe who were not conceited of their 
knowledge, but who indeed had the true knowledge of God. 
And to this purpoſe Mr. Locke underſtands ger. 3. But (ſays 
© bein his paraphraſe) if any one love God, and conſequently 
< his neighbour for God's ſake, ſuch an one is made to know, 
C or has got the true knowledge from God himſelf,” I can't ſee 
there can be any cauſe to queſtion that he has hit the true deſign 
of the verſe, But that which has given me occaſion to treat of 
it, is that I think neither he, nor any other commentator whoſe 
writings I have conſulted, have choſen the true conſtruction of 
the words. As to thoſe who underſtand them thus, f amy man 
lobe God, the ſame is known | that is approved} of him, they ſcem 
duite to miſtake the deſign of the place. Mr. Loches note is this: 
© Eyvuzi is made to know, or is taught. The apoſtle, tho' wri- 
< ting in @rcek, yet often uſes the &reeſ verbs according to the 
e Hebrew conjugations. So Chap. xiii. 12. t&mywwga which 
F according to the @reek propriety, ſignifies, I all be known, __ 
e is uſed for 1 ſhall be made to know; and ſo Cal. iv. g. ywwoivls 
is put to ſignify being taught.” He ſuppoſed doubtleſs that the 
apoſtle here uſed this & verb, as tho' it were in the Hebrew 
conjugation Hiphil. Ican't intirely agree with him that empywooprs, 
according to the Gee propriety, ſignifies IJ hall be kniwn, Had 
1 indeed been mono , this might be 5 pretended 5 but 
 Empwocuas being a future in the middle voice, does properly. 
enough ſignify, I. all know; nor do I perceive that in the place 
refer'd to by him, he apprehended any necellity of making it de- 
note more. For thus he paraphraſes thoſe words, Then fall ! 
know, © 1 ſhall have an intuitive comprehenlive . knowledge. of - 
«© things.” And thus is the ward uſed, Matth. vii. 16, 20. By 
their fruits ye ſhall know them, tmyywn3: cv1s;, Nor can any 
great ſtreſs be laid upon his obſeryation concerning ywaedlis, Gal. 
VW. 9. For when ue eis uſed paſſively it ſignifies barely 6 
1 be known, as many places ſhow. , See Marth. xii. 33. Like vi. 


44. vili. 17. and many others. And when that excellent expoſi- 
dor wrote upon the Galatians, he perceived not any neceſſity of 


no «A . 8 20 
er 


ADISss ERTATION, c. 
the interpretation he here mentions, but explain d their being 
known of God, by their being taken into favour by Bim. 
And tho' I deny not that ſome Hebraiſms are to be found in 
the writings of the evangeliſts and apoſtles, yet I am with Mr. 
 Gataker perſuaded that ſome perſons have made them many more 
than they really are. Nor do I queſtion but that it will be readily 
allowed by all equal judges, that we ought to avoid them where 
we can, and where we can give a truly natural and Greek con- 
ſtruction of the words, without having recourſe to ſuch a hard 
and difficult method of explaining them. And ſuch I think pre- 
ſently offers it ſelf in this place, if we only refer the 87% he or 
the ſame to the neareſt antecedent Oe, and not to Ti any man, 
the more remote. For then the true and eaſy rendring of the 
words will be this: But if any man love Gd he Cor the ſame 
| God] is known of him | of that man.] That sr may thus refer 
| to the neareſt antecedent, ſee Acts x. 36. 
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